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ASIA. 


(No.IV. continued from fr. 175.) 


Wut te these things were going 
on in other parts, a second Te- 
linga Translation was commenc- 
ed at Vizagapatam in the North- 
ern Sircars, the province in 
which that language is spoken. 
Messrs. Cran and Desgranges, 
from the London Missionary So- 
ciety, arrived at Tranquebar the 
latter part of 1804, and the next 
year stationed themselves at Viz- 
agapatam. Whether they com- 
menced the version before they 
were joined by Ananda Rayer, in 
1808, does not appear. This Te- 
linga Brahmin, by birth a Mah- 
ratta, had beei: convinced of the 
truth of the Christian Religion 
by reading some books in the 
Telinga language, put into his 
hands by a Romish priest. Not 
Satisfied with the forms of that 
Church, he visited the Mission- 
aries at Tranquebar, and contin- 
ued with them four months. As 
the Tamul language has affinity 
with the Telin: “he presently 
became able to re ud ihe Tail bie 
bie, and was soon admiited to the 
Protesta nt Churcy at Pranquebar. 
VoLt.V. New Series. 


Both he and his wife have since 
given striking evidence of the 
power of religion. At that time 
the Missionaries at Vizagapatam 
were in want ofa Telinga scholar 
to assist them in translating the 
Scriptures; and as Ananda Rayer 
was averse to every worldly em- 
ployment,and had a great desire to 
be useful to his brethren ofthe Te- 
linga nation, he was recommend- 
ed for that purpose by Dr. Johns, 
one of the Missionaries at Tran- 
quebar, in a letter to Mr. Des- 
grranges, dated Jan. 29,1808. He 
probably commenced his labors 
early in that year. After the 
death of Mr Cran, in 1809, he 
continued the work of transla- 
tion under the superintendance of 
Mr. Desgranges. The revisal of 
the first three Gospels was just 
finished when Mr. Desgranges 
was removed by death,on the 1 2th 
of July, 1810, in the 30th year of 
his age. On his death-bed he 
recommended Ananda Rayer to 
his brethren Gordon and Lee, 
and desired that the Translation 
might not be relinquished. An- 
anda Rayer was deeply affected, 
and promised to persevere in 
the work as long as God should 
cnable him. The three Gospels 
which Mr, Desgranges had fin- 
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ished, Dr. Carey said in the fol- 
lowing December would be print- 
ed immediately, as a memorial 
of the labors of a departed broth- 
er. This version was not brought 
to the press in March 1811. but 
in October, and in January ‘812, 
it was printing at the mission 
press at Serampore, under the 
superintendance of Ananda Ray- 
er, and at the expense of the 
Bible Society. The 
its being printed at Serampore, 
may be found in the following 
extract from the last report of 
the British and Foreign Bible 
Society: “It appears that the 
printing of Oriental manuscripts, 
¢chiefly owing to the skill and 
disinterestedness of the Baptist 
Missionaries,) can be executed 
at Serampore at an expense 
much less than at any other press 
in India, or even in Eurcpe ” 
Atthe time of Mr Desgran- 
ges’ death Ananda R.yer had 
carried forward the translation 
further than the revision had 
proceeded. On information re- 
ceived from Vizagzepatam before 
that event, Dr. Buchanan assert- 
ed that this translation had gone 
through the four Gospels and 
the Acts. 
the year 1810, he had proceeded 
through the first Epistle to the 
Corinthians. As soon as Messrs. 
Gordon and Lee, who arrived in 
the latter part of 1809, had ac- 


quired a sufficient knowledge of 


the language, they began to car- 
ry forward the work of revision 
and translation. In October 1811, 
Mr. Gordon was employed in 
John, as far as his feeble health 
would allow, earnestly desiring 
to ive long enough to see that 
Gospel printed with the other 
three. Mr. Lee was engaged at 
the same time in Genesis. An- 
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By about the end of 
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anda Rayer was at Serampore 
superintending the press * 

Sometime about te beginning 
ef 1208 Mr. Morrison, from the 
London Society, appears to have 
begun his labors at Centon. Be. 
fore he left England he had 
trunscribed most of the books of 
the New Testament from a Chi. 
nese copy preserved In the Brit. 
ish Museum, which he has since, 
by the «sid of native scholars, 
been correcting and preparing 
forthe press. At the close of 
1808 he thought «a part of the 
manuscript fit to be printed, and 
had aJready cons'ructed a Gram- 
mar, and begun a Dictionary of 
the linguage. Hv» ving no pres- 
ent prospect of being permitted 
to penetrate Into the empire, he 
confines his attention to the pre- 
paration of this version, and to 
the means of rendering the ac- 
quisition of the languuse more 
easy to future Missionaries, 
Though stationed at Canton, he 
has been repestedly obliged by 
political dissentions between the 
Chi:.ese and English to remove 
to Macao. He was there in 
April, September. and October, 
1¢09, and by a letter not yet pub- 
lished it appears that he was 
there in April, 18!1, and had 
printed a thousand copies of the 
Acts. Having heard that the 
New Testament was translaung 
in Bengal, he has begun a version 
of Genesis and Psalms.t 

The Missionaries at Seram- 
pore received in aid of the trans- 


* Ch. Res p. 134,135. Ch. Ob. 
vol. x, p. 262 263.841; voi xi, p. S21. 
Pan. vol. vi, p. SS5 272; vol. vii, Pp. 
351; vol. viii, p. 97, 98. Nar. p. 72; 
and References in No. Iii 

t Pan. vol. vi, p. !186—188,227,372, 
373; vol. vii, p. 1 %, 148. Chi Ob. 
vol. 


- 


x. Append. p. 842. Ch. Res. p.99 




















1812. Translations of the Scriptures. l 


jations, during the year 1808, 
from individuals, $342,21, and 
from the fuad raised in India, 
and Mr Grant’s legacy, $4957, 
50, making the sum of $43¥9,71. 
That year they probably began 
to print the Chinese, the version 
of the first three Gospels being 
considered complete inthe month 
of February, besides what was 
done in John. In June of that 
ear Dr. Carey was translating 
the book of Revelation into 
Shanscrit; and in the beginning 
of 1809, before the 2th of Jan- 
uary, tne New Testament in that 
language, (60U copies, at an ex 
pense of $222.,22) was publish- 
ed. The Orissa New Tesiament, 
(1000 copies, at an expense of 
$1944,44,) was published about 
the month ot March In August, 
after the labor of sixteen years, 
(twenty years after the transla- 
tion was begun by Mr. Thomas,) 
the Bengalee Bible was com- 
pleted, and a third edition of the 
New Testament, (in folio, 100 
copies, to be used in public wor- 
ship,) was in the press. The 
advance made in the other ten 
translations on the 12th of that 
month may be seen in the follow- 
ing statement. 

1. Shanscrit. New Testament 
printed, and the Old tothe mid- 
dle of Exedus. 

2. Orissa. New Testament 
printed, and nearly all the Psalms. 

3 Hindostanee. A little more 
than half of the New Testament 
printed. 

4. Mahratta. The four Gos- 
pels nearly printed. 

5. Chinese. Nearly half (less 
than twelve chapters) of a newly 
revised version of Matthew, 
brought to press “many months” 
before, was printed, and the 
translation adyanced to LEphe- 


Cy 


Fed 


sians. More than eighteen months 
before, (reaching back at least to 
the first of February, 1808, and 
Dr. Fuller says, into the year 
18)7,) the Missionaries had be- 
gtin to establish what they called 
a Chinese Foundery. They em- 
ployed under Chinese superin- 
tendance nativesof Bengal,whose 
occupation had been to cut the 
flowers used in printing cottons, 
to engrave Chinese characters 
on blocks of wo.d. On each 
biock two pages were cut, and 
after the impression was taken 
the paper was folded after the 
Chinese manner, so as to leave 
the two blank pages inward. On 
account of the great difficulty of 
correcting the blocks, Mr. Marsh- 
man, who had the superintend- 
ance of the work, was obliged to 
proceed slowly and with great 
caution in printing. 

6. Guzerattee. The printing 
had been begun in 1807, but 
was stopped for want of funds, 
and was now considered not 
commenced. 

7. Seek. The New Testa- 
inent was translated, but not re- 
vised, and the types were set for 
the first sheet. 


The following were not brought 
io firess. 

8. Telinga. The New Tes- 
tament was translated, but not 
revised, and the Old was begun. 
Application had been made to 
Engiand for types, but to save 
expense a fount was then Cast- 
ing at Serampore. 

9. Carnata. In the same state 
of forwardness as the Telinga, and 
with the addition of a letter or 
two, might be printed with the 
same types. 

tO. Birman. As this transla- 
tion was going on at Rangoon, 
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the state of it was not known at 
Serampore. Little advance was 
however made in it, as Messrs. 
Chater and F, Carey had not 
fuliy acquired the language. 

It was expected at that time, 
that a version would soon be 
commenced in the language 
common tothe countries of Boo- 
tan and Thibet. Mr. Robinson 
had twice visited Bootan, and 
was about going with his family 
to attempt a settlement there. 
In the autumn of that year he 
went, and remained on the bor- 
der of the country till the sum- 
mer of 1811, when it was deter- 
mined to send him to Java. 
This translation, though often 
introduced by the Missionaries 
into their Catalogue, has never 
been commenced.* 

Early in the year 1809, before 
the 12th of August, the Mission- 
aries received from the British 
and Foreign Bible Society 1000V. 
sterling. ($4444,44,) (the first aid 
which they had obtained from 
that quarter,) being a moiety 
of 2000/. voted by the committee 
of the Society before the spring 
of 1807, and sent in 1808 to the 
Corresponding Committee, to be 
distributed at their discretion. 
The Corresponding Committee 
agreed to give one half to the 
Missionaries, to cover the ex- 
peuses of preparing and printing 
editions of the Gospels in Ben- 


Translated to 

N. Test. 

Shanserit, The whole, 
Orissa, The whole, 
Hindostanee, The whole, 


* Pan. vol. vi, p. 36--42, 44. M.B. 
M.M. vol. ii. p.97 B.P.A. vol. i, p. 


Sl. Nar. p. 55,61. M.B.M.M, vol. ii, 
p. 271. Ci. Res. p 98; and Refer- 
ences in No, ILI. 


¢ the version from Job to Malachi seems to have been rejected before Oct. 1814 


O. Test. 
—chap. vil, 
Job to Jer. 
Job to Mal.*® 


galee, Shanscrit, Mahratta, anq 
Chinese, and the other half they 
applied to support editions of 
the Gospels in Persian, Hindos. 
tanee, and Malayalim. Upon re. 
ceiving intelligence of this dis- 
tribution, the Committee of the 
Society, before their Report in 
1809, voted to appropriate to the 
translations in India 1000/. annu- 
ally for three years; and in addi- 
tion to these sums they voted in 
1810 to appropriate, for three 
successive years, 2000/. annual- 
ly. The next February the Pres- 
ident of the Calcutta Auxiliary 
Bible Society, having heard of 
the last appropriation, expressed 
to the President of the parent 
Society a hope that they should 
be able to raise in India as great 
asumin an equal time, and in- 
timated a willingness that the 
future supplies from England 
should be applied to the benefit 
of other countries in Asia. In- 
stead of accepting this immunity, 
the Committee of the parent So- 
ciety, before May, 1812, voted 
the additional sum of 3000/. for 
Calcutta, besides 500/ to aid Mr. 
Morrison at Canton; making in 
all the sum of 14,500. or 
$64,380.+ 
The following table will ex- 
hibit the state of the ten unfin- 
ished translations under the care 
of the Missionaries, on the 9th of 
November, 18069. 


Printed to 
N. Test. O. Test. 
The whole, Exod. xxx. 
The whole, Job to Isa.viii. 
Rom, xii, Not begun. 


¢ Pan. vol. iii, p. 252; vol. v, p. 89; 


vol, vi, p. 40, 41; vol. vii, p. 375. Ch. 
Ob. vol. x, p. 529, 652; vol. xi, p. $21, 
322. 
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Maliratta, The whole,t Job to Prov. End of John, Not begun. 
cock, The whole, Genesis, Ist sh’t com. Not begun. 
Chinese; Ephesians, Not begun, Matt. xii, Not begun, 
Guzzerattee, Acts¢ Not begun, Not begun, Not begun. 
Telinga, The whole, Partorall Job§ Not begun, 3 Not begun. 
Carnata, The whole, Genesis, Not begun, | Not begun. 
Birman, Uncertain, Not begun. Not begun, Not begun. 


These translations, says one of 


ihe missionaries, are all in our 


hands, “besides what other Chris- 
tian friends are now stirred up to 
do” In the beginning of the 
next year, the printing office be- 
longing to the Mission contained 
Bengalee, Shanscrit, Hindosta- 
nee, Orissa. Mahratta, Seek, Te- 
linga, (but the Telinga fount 
was not finished in June, 1810,) 
Persian, Arabic, Hebrew, Greek, 
and English types, besides press- 
es and every other article neces- 
sary for printing the Scriptures * 

On the first day of the year 
1810 an exertion was made 
at Calcutta to supply the desti- 
tute churches of Tanjore with 
the Tamul Scriptures. The 
mention of this circumstance af- 
fords a fit opportunity to notice 
what has been done within the 
last seven years in relation to that 
version. A new edition of the 
Tamul Bible early engaged the 
attention of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, who request- 
éd their Corresponding Com- 
mittee at Calcutta, at the time 
of their appointment in 1805, to 
make particular inquiries re- 
specting the necessity of such 
an edition, Dr. Buchanan ac- 

" Pan, vol. vi, p. 44. M.B.MM. 


vol. il, p. 271; vol. lil, p. 98. Ch. Ob. 
Vol x, p. 395. 


cordingly visited the Tamufi 
country in the summer of 1806; 
and found that among ten or 
twelve thousand Christians inthe 
districts of Fanjore and Tinavel- 
ly, not one except the native 
teachers possessed the Old Tes- 
tament, and not more than one 
in two or three hundred the New. 
Some copies were to be sold at 
Tranquebar and Vepery, where 
printing-presses had been early 
established, but the poor natives 
could not afford topurchase them. 
The Christians of Tanjore, who 
had never enjoyed that advan- 
tage, had applied to the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knew]l- 
edge, to send them a press, but 
had not received it; and they 
were much affected when in- 
formed of “the designs of the 
Bible Society.” Probably Dr. 
Buchanan sent home some ac- 
count of these churches in 1807. 
In the spring of 1808 the Com- 
mittee in England announced 
that they had it “under consider- 
ation to print an edition of the 
Tamulian version.” Some ac- 
count of the destitute state of the 
churches of Tanjore was after- 
wards drawn up in England, 
(perhaps by Dr. Buchanan him- 
self,) and sent to Caicutta, where 
it was submitted to public in- 
spection. In consequence cf 


1 In March 1810, the whole, except a few chapters, was said to be trans- 
ated. Probably a new revision was then taking place. 7 

+ Has never been carried any further. 

§ Afterwards rejected. 
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this statement Mr. Brown 
preached a sermon at Caicutta 
on the first day of January, 1810, 
“in which ‘he represented the 
petition of the Hindoos for Bi- 
bles.’ A subscription was im- 
mediately opened, and ina few 
days 1900/, and ultimately near 
2000/, (that is, near $6880,) were 
subscribed to the funds of the Bi- 
ble Society. Instructions were 
sent to Mr Kohioff by the Cor- 
responding Committee “to buy 
up ali the copies of the Tamu] 
Scriptures, to distribute them at 
a smail price among the natives, 
and to order a new edition to 
be printed off without loss of 
time” Mr. Kohloff was enabled 
to purchase 500 Old Testaments, 
400 “New Testaments, and 300 
Ps:iters, and could obtain no 
more. But a new edition was 
not printed. In March the 
Missionarigs in Tanjore were 
expecting tiat a printing-press 
would be sen: them by the Bible 
Society; and before May, 1811, 
the Committee had sent from 
England that article, together 
with a fount of Tamul types, 
and a considerable supply of 
paper, to afford the means of 
printing a new edition. Mr, 
Martyn, in «a sermon preach- 
ed at Calcutta, Jan 1, 181., urge 
ed that “a new edition of the 
Scriptures in Famu! should be 
instantiy prepared; and for this,” 
says he, “nothing is wanting but 
funds. There are Tamui pres- 
ses at Tranquebar and Vepery, 
and persons to = superintend 
them.” In consequence of this 
appeal, the Caicutta Auxiliary 
Bible Society, (whether with or 
without the knowledge of what 
the Committee in England had 
done,) had determined by the 
month of October to print 2 large 


edition of the Tamul Bible, (i 
the New Testament 5,000 ¢, 
les,) at the mission-press at Se, 
ampore, (where, however, there 
appear to have been no Tamy 
types in the beginning of 1819) 
and at the last date, Jan, 4; 
1812, either this edition was ; 
the press, or a fount of type 
was casting for it. They aly 
directed 800 copies of the Ney 
Testament to be purchased fy 
distribution. When the Con, 
mittee of the parent Society 
heard of this design, they said 
no more of the contemplated ed. 
tion at Tanjore, but agreed jy 
help forward that which was go. 
ing on in Bengal * 

In the beginning of 1819, 
before the month of March, 
the Corresponding Committee 
adopted another measure, whic 
for its extensive influence onthe 
spread of the Gospel in the Eas, 
has excited an interest in Asi 
and Europe littie inferior to thé 
which has been awakened br 
the establishment of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society: ! 
mean the formation of the Si. 
liotheca SBiblica at Calcutta 
This measure was planned and 
proposed by Mr. Brown; at 
adopted by the Corresponding 
Committee, who conduct the 
business of the institution in tht 
name and under the auspices 4 
the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. The Bibliotheca Bibl 
ca is a Repository for Bible 
alone, or-a grand Biblical Book 
store, connected with a Trak 
slation-Library, consisting © 


*Pan. iv, p. 186 187. vol. vii, p. Sh 
332. vol viii, p. 43, 96. Ch Kes.p 121 
135 133. M.u. M. M.vol.i, p- 1% 
vol. tii, p. 98 Ch. Ob. vol. x, P 654, 
652. vol. xi, p. 58, $21. 
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hooks necessary for the use of 
Translators, such as the Origi- 
nal Scriptures, Lexicons, Gram- 
mars, and Works on Biblical 
Criticism. The books in the 
jatter department are not sold, 
but only lent to Translators, 
and are considered the exclusive 
property of the Bible Society, 
who have already enriched the 
Library with a copious supply 
of valuable Works. “A liberal 
subscription has been raised” 
for this branch of the Institution, 
“and it has made astill more im- 
ortant acquisition of useful and 
yaluable books in presents from 
individuals.” Donations have 
been received even from the 
military stations in India. 

he Bibliotheca Biblica is 
patronized by the Chaplains in 
Bengal, bythe College of Fort 
Wiiliam, and by all the Transia- 


tors of the Scriptures in In- 
dia) who respectively deposit 
their versions here. Bibles, 


and parts of Bibles, in all lan- 
guages, both Asiatic and Euro- 
pean, are to be exhibited here 
for sale, at moderate prices, and 
lists of the several versions are 
sent to remote parts of Asia, 
to give information where Bibles 
may be obtained; while the com- 
merce carried on from the port 
of Calcutta renders the trans- 
mission of books extremely easy 
toevery part of the East. 

Four thousand volumes of the 
Bible, and parts of the Bible, in 
ten different languages, were 
placed in this Repository before 
the close of 1810. ‘Phe langua- 
ses were the following: 


Arabic, Bengalce, 

Per sian, Orissa, 
Hindostanee, Mahratta, 
Chinese, Portuguese, and 
Shanscrit, English, 
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The Persian, and Hindosta- 
nee versions were furnished by 
the Arabic School at Cawnpore, 
the Chinese by Mr. Lassar, and 
the Shanscrit, Bengaiee, Orissa, 
and Mahratta by Dr Carey, and 
Mr. Marshman, who, with the 
other{Missionaries at Serampore, 
constitute what Dr. Buchanan 
calls the Shanscri: School for Ine 
dia. “The frst Persian transla- 


tion.’ made, by the late Col. 
Colebreoke, was among the 
number. Before the end of the 


year the Superintendants of the 
Institution sent to England for a 
large supply of Biblesin Arabic, 
Malay, Armenian, Syriac, Latin, 
Greek, Hebrew, and eleven Eu- 
ropean languages. These were 
collecting in February 181i, and 
before the month of May the 
Committee of the Bibie Society 
had consigned to their corres- 
ponding Committee some part 
at least of this supply. 

“This Institution is under the 
immediate superintendance of 
the Rev. David Brown, late Pro- 
vost of the College of Fort Wil- 
liam, who was himself the Found- 
er.’ Mr. Brown went to India 
in 1786, (according to Dr. Bu- 
chanan, in 1783,) and took charge 
of the Orphan school at Calcutta, 
and preached on the Sabbath to 
the children, and to as many as 
were disposed to assemble. 
Marquis Cornwallis first recom- 
mended him to the Court of Di- 
rectors as a fit person for a Chap- 
lain. He is now the Senior 
Chaplain in Bengal, and is the 
Founder of the “Calcutta Chari- 
table Fund for Distressed Euro- 
peans and Oihers.” He is the 
leading member of the Corres- 
ponding Committee ofthe Bi- 
ble Society, and a zealous pro- 
moter of Sacred Learning in the 
East. “The prospect of being 
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extensively useful in promoting 
the objects of the Bible Society, 
and encouraging translations of 
the Scripturés,” makes him wil- 
ling to remain a few years long- 
erin India. He is educating 
his three sons solely with the 
view of qualifying them for ex- 
tending the knowledge of Chris- 
tianity in Asia. “Being himself 
a Hebrew scholar, his first ob- 
ject has been to ground them 
well in the Hebrew and Syriac 
Language. But theyhave now ad- 
ded to these—the Arabic, Per- 
sian, and Hindostanee, which 
they pronounce like natives of 
the East. They have had the 
advantages of the best teachers 
in the different languages, par- 
ticularly of Shalom, an eminent 
Hebrew scholar from Arabia. 
So that this little Institution in 
Mr. Brown’s house may be cal- 
Jed the HEBREW SCHOOL in Ben- 
gal.”’* 

The following is a view ofthe 
state of the ten Translations un- 
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few chapters, and a great partof 
the Old, translated 

Chinese. Matthew printeg 
and Mark begun. The transla. 
tion far advanced. 

Seek. The printing begun, 

In the other four languages, 
(including the Birman,) the trap. 
slation was more or less advanc. 
ed. “There are at least,”’says Dr, 
Carey under that date, “twenty, 
other languages spoken in the 
East, including the islands, into 
no one of which a single sen. 
tence of the Word of God is yet 
translated.” 

Within a week from that time, 
on the 14th day of March, John 
C. Leyden, M. D. Professor of 
Hindostanee in the College of 
Fort William, an accomplished 
Oriental Scholar, wrote to Mr, 
Brown,offering to conductT rans- 
lations of the Scriptures in the 
seven following languages, viz. 
the 

Afghan or Pushto, 
Cashmirian or Rakheng, 
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! der the care of the Missionaries, Jaghatai, 
; on the 8th of March, 1810. Siamese, 
: : Shanscrit. New Testament Bugis, 
; k . ; 
a and half of the Pentateuch print- Macassar, and 
| i ed. Maldivian. 
i Orissa. ‘ About half of the Bi- Dr. Leyden was at that time 
nih we ht on Ne: employed, with the assistance ol 
; : indostanee. early the learned natives, in compiling 


whole New Testament printed. 


~~ + 


Grammars and Vocabularies in 
these languages. He had lately 
published in the Asiatic Re- 
searches “A Dissertation on the 
Languages and Literature of the 
Indo-Chinese Nations,” in which 


my The whole Bible translated ex- 
te cept the Pentateuch. [ Most of 
ie the version of the Old Testa- 
ment seems afterwards to have 
been rejected. | 
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Bt ahratta. Half of > : . 
Be Peakieners rinted The rt he had illuminated a very derk 
i amen ‘ dl. ‘hole . om 

ij of the Ne Wieshdpeis venue, Subject, and opened “a new view 
- be 4 excepta to Great Britian of her mascot 
a aaielaenes E + 9? 66 Possesse 
any .Ossessions in Asia.” “Possess 
a * Ch. Res. p. 209 note, 239-244, I = 


- =~ = : (Pry PrP Q eneral 
Pan. vol. vii, p. 331. Nar.n, 73. M. B. of very _—_ talents for g a 
Philology,” he “takes the }¢a 


pp M. M, vol. ii, p.S56. B. P. A. vol. i, ? , : > i 
- p. 17. in this most useful science, © 
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pecially in regard to the langua- 
es East of Bengal. 

The Corresponding Commit- 
tee of the Bible Society eagerly 
embraced the proposal and agreed 
to pay 200 rupees, (a hundred 
and eleven dollars,) for each 
Gospelin each language. The 
business was soon entered upon, 
and by about the end of the year 
Matthew was translated into Af- 
ghan and Maldivian, and Mark 
into Bugis and Macassar. 

In announcing this undertak- 
ing, Dr. Buchanan congratulated 
the public on the prospect that 
the College at Fort William was 
avout to “become once more a 
fountain of Translation forthe Sa- 
cred Scriptures.” He tells us 
“that the College—is now ina 
flourishing state,and has received 
the final sanction and patronage of 
the East India Company.”’ Lord 
Minto has “perceived its import- 
ance to the interests of the Buit- 
ish Empire in the East,” and 
thinks it entitled to “as much of 
his attention and support as any 
department under his Govern- 
ment.” The President of the 
College is John Herbert Harring- 
ton, Esq. one of the Judges in 
Bengal, Professor of Laws, Vice 
President.of the Asiatic Society, 
and President of the Calcutta 
Auxiliary Bible Society. 

The following is an extract 
from the annual Speech or Dis- 
course of Lord Minto at the pub- 
lic Disputation in the College, 
Sept. 15, 1810. “It was men- 
tioned in my last Discourse, 
that—it was in contemplation 
of Government to print and cir- 
culate Vocabularies in the Bir- 
man and Malay languages, for 
the purpose of acquiring speci- 
mens of the numerous and al- 
most unknown languages spoken 
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on the continent between. India 
and China, and in the Eastern 
Isles. In pursuance of this in- 
tention the proposed Vocabula- 
ry has been prepared, [by Dr. 
Leyden it seems, | in the Birman, 
and Malay, to which has been 
added the Siamese language; 
and measures are in progress 
for its circulation to the East- 
ward. Dr. Leyden has already 
pushed his comprehensive and 
powerful reseaiches in that di- 
rection; and has been enabled to 
supply materials, and carry the 
work into complete execution, 
from the abundant and various 
stores of his own knowledge, 
which.embraces these hitherto 
neglected languages ; availing 
himselfat the same time of such 
aid as could be obtained in this 
place.” 

On the 9th of June, 1810, a 
proposal was laid before the 
Corresponding Committee of 
the Bible Society at Calcut- 
ta, Which shows with what rapid- 
ity the views of good men are 
extending in Asia. The pro- 
posal was “to print an edition of 
the Shanscrit New Testament 
on large and fine paper, for the 
purpose of being presented to 
the Rajahs and Zemindars 
throughout Hindostan; and to 
prefix a notification of the ver- 
sions undertaken in the various 
dialects of India dependent on 
the Shanscrit.” It was propos- 
ed also to print, besides a large 
and cheap edition of the whole 
Bible, a handsome edition of the 
New Testament, in Arabic, to be 
“presented to the _Mahometan 
Princes and Sirdars throughout 
the} East, with a notification of the 
versions made into the vernacu- 
Jar languages dependent on the 
Arabic.” It was proposed lastly 
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to establish Awdlic Readers of the 
Scriptures in different countries, 
after the manner of the Mahom- 
etan Readers of the Koran, and 
the Hindoo Readers of the Shas- 
ters. Under the protection of 
this long established custom, 
these Readers might be introdu- 
ced without exciting opposition 
oralarm. Eight or ten rupees 
a month, (from fifty to seventy 
dollars a year,) would be a suf- 
ficient salary for a Reader; and 
a small open shed, erected in 
the neighborhood of a market 
place, raised about one cubit 
from the ground, and costing 
not more than twenty or thirty 
rupees, (from eleven to seven- 
teen doliars,) would be ail the 
preparation that would be neces- 
sary. Several Readers might 
be employed at each station, un- 
der the superintendance of the 
Chaplains or others, and might 
be furnished with copies of the 
Scriptures for sale or gratuitous 
distribution according to the dis- 
cretion of the Superintendants, 
who might receive regular sup- 
plies of Bibles from the Bidii- 
otheca Brblica at Calcutta. 

Upon receiving this proposal, 
the Corresponding Committee 
entered into the measure with 
promptitude, and ordered 500 
copies of the Shanscrit New 
Testament, and 500 copies of the 
Arabic for the purpose. They 
communicated the proposal al- 
30 to the Committee of the “Mis- 
sion Society to Africa and the 
East,” who in their Report to the 
Society, on the 4th of June, 
1811, recommended the appro- 
priation of 250/. fer annum, 
($1110 a year,) to be applied, 
under the direction of the Cor- 
responding Committee at Cal- 
eutta, for the support of Read- 


ers in the East. That singl 
appropriation will support aboy 
eighteen Readers perpetually 

One of the Missionaries writes 
in a letter dated in June 1810, 
“] hope we shall be able to senq 
to England this year the Penta. 
teuch in Shanscrit, the Prophets 
in Orissa, the New Testament 
in Hindostanee and Mahratta, 
and the Gospels in Chinese, 
We have begun printing in the 
language of the Seeks, and are 
cutting types for the Telingg 
and Carnata.”” About the first 
of November Mr. Chater arriy. 
ed at Serampore from Rangoon, 
It appeared from him that the 
two Missionaries at that station 
were studying the language with 
success, and had “translated a 
part of the New Testament” in- 
to the Birman tongue. On the 
7ih of December, Dr. Carey 
still hoped to publish by the end 
of the year, the Pentateuch in 
Shanscrit, the Prophetica! books 
in Orissa, and the New Testa- 
ment in Hindostanee and Mab- 
ratta. (These were published 
about the time p:oposed; but the 
expectations expressed in June 
respecting the Gospels in Chi- 
nese, were not realized.) “The 
printing of the New Testament,” 
says Dr. Carey under that date, 
‘is also more or jess advanced 
in Chinese and Guzerattee. 
{The Guzerattee was soon stop- 
ped again. | We are about to be- 
gin printing in the Teiinga lan- 
guage and the Birman. We have 
translated the whole of the New 
Testament, and two or three 


* M. B. M. M. vol. ii, p. 356. Ch. 


Res. p. 91 note, 143, 144, 237—239. 
Pan. vol. vi, p. 37. vol. vir». 375. Ed. 
R. No. 32. p. 390—3%7. Q, K. No. 6 
p. 388. Ch. Ub. vol. x, p. 529, 530, 
652, 659. 














(812. 


hooks of the Old, into the first 
of these; but as our late brother 
Desgranges—--had translated 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke into 
that language, it is desirable 
that [his | translation should be 
rinted, to remainas a memori- 
al of his labors of love; [it] will 
therefore be printed immediate- 
ly. The translation into Carnata 
is in the same forwardness with 
the Telinga, and may be printed 
with the same types. We have 
lately begun a translation into the 
language of Cashmire, [one of 
the seven which Dr. Leyden had 
inthe preceding March agreed 
to undertake. | and hope ere long 
to begin the work in the lan- 
guage of Assam.” The Telinga 
types seem to have been com- 
pleted about that time, and the 
Cashmirian translation to have 
commenced Jate in the year. 
The Missionaries were now con- 
ducting ¢en translations at Ser- 
ampore, and one at Rangoon, 
besides the Bengalee which 
was finished. By about the end 
of that year the New Testament 
had been published in Shanscrit, 
Orissa, Hindostanee, and Mah- 
ratta; the Pentateuch in Shan- 
scrit; and all the books from 
Job to Malachi in Orissa; and 
Matthew, and the greater part 
of Mark, were printed in Chi- 
nese. A beginning was made 
in printing the Seek and Guzer- 
attee, but the latter was soon 
discontinued for want of funds. 
The Telinga, Carnata, Cashmi- 
rian, and Birman, were not 
brought to the press. About 
that time the Missionaries drew 
ontheir Society in England for 
21,333 dollars on account of the 
Translations. Dr. Fuller stated 
in the following August that the 
Society would not probably be 
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able fully to meet the demand 
under a year. 

In the latter part of the year 
1810, and the beginning of 1813 
Dr. Buchanan wrote his “Chris- 
tian Researches in Asia.” The 
work was finished in February, 
and published in the following 
spring. The year 1810 was an- 
other memorable season in the 
history of exertious to diffuse the 
Scriptures in the East.* 

The new year commenced aus- 
piciously for Asia. Qn the first 
of January, 18.1, the Rev. Henry 
Martyn preached a sermon at 
Calcutta, which has been pub- 
lished under the title of “An 
Appeal in Behalf of 900,000 
Christians in India who want the 
Bible.’+ He appealed to the 


* Ch. Ob vol. x, p. 395.458. Nar. 
71,7276. Pan. vol. vi, p. 44,570— 
2. Ch. Res. p. 89, 133, 154 note, 
8,24. 
t 
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The following is his estimate. 

- 5),U00 Portuguese; viz, 
on .we Malabar coast 30,000, 
at Calcutta 7,000, in Ceylon 
500 ', and in the settlements 
trom Madras to Cape Co- 
morin, together with scat- 
tered families in all the prin- 
cipal towns on the Ganges 
and Jumna, 2000 

2. the Christians at Tan. 
jore 12000; (he omits the 
famul Christians in other 
districts because they were 
supplied with Bibles) 

3. The Syrians; viz. 
150,000 Syro-Romans, and 
though no estimate had been 
made of the Syrian Chris- 
tions, he supposed they 
might amount to 50,000 

4 Cingalese, or natives of 
Ceylon; viz. upwards of 
342,090 Protestants, and a 
stili greater number of Roe 
man Catholics; but say 


50 000 


12 006 
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wealth and dignity of the British 
empire in India, and to the hon- 
or of his hearers, for the supply 
of these Christians without long- 
erburdening the mother country. 
He presented 50,000 Portuguese 
as objects of charity, and 200,060 
Syrians who speak the Malayalim 
or Malabar language, and urged, 
also, that new editions of the Ta- 
mul and Cingalese Scriptures 
might be instantly given, by in- 
habitants of India, to the Chris- 
tians of Tanjore and Ceylon. The 
effect was surprising. A meet- 
ing was held at the College of 
Fort-William on the 2\st of Feb- 
ruary, when the Calcutta Auxil- 
iary Bible Society was formed, 
chiefly for the purpose of dis- 
tributing the Scriptures among 
the Christians of India. Mr. 
Harrington, President of the 
College Council, was chosen the 
President of the Society; George 
Udney, Esq. a member of the 
Board of Trade, late a member 
of the Supreme Council, and one 
of the Corresponding Committee 
of the parent Society, and N. B. 


Perhaps he overrates the number 
of Cingalese Christians. Dr. Buchanan 
reckons them upwards of 500,U0v, 
amounting to one third of the popula 
tion of the island: Dr. Carey com 
putes the whole number of professing 
Christians on the isiand, (which 
would include the Portuguese, ) to be 
589,000. (Ch. Res. p. 136.140 Pan. 
vol. vit, p., 43,96.) If we reckon the 
native Chrisiisns to be 538000 it 
leaves 80,020 in India in wait of the 
Bibie. To ascertain the whole num. 
ber of professing Chrisiians in India, 
we mus’ add to these the other Ta- 
mul churches, the seven Armenian 
and the two Greck churches, the 
English and other Europeans, and the 
proselytes made by the baptists and 
other modcrn Missionaries. The 
whole “are caiculated at nearly a 
million.” Ch. Qb. vol, xi, p. 321. 


Edmondstone, Esq. chief Secre. 
tary of the Government, were 
chosen Vice Presidents; J, p. 
Alexander, Esq. Treasurer; anq 
the Rev. David Brown, Secretary, 
A Committee appointed by the 
Society, immediately resolved to 
take into consideration the ob. 
jects pointed out in Mr, Mar. 
tyn’s Sermon, and requested the 
Secretary to make the necessary 
inquiries by opening a corres. 
pondence with the different parts 
of India. 

On the 25th of that month Mr, 
Harrington wrote to Lord Teign- 
mouth, President of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, that 
the annual sum ef 2000/. for 
three years, voted by that Soci 
ety, might perhaps be spared for 
the benefit of some other part of 
Asia, as at least an equal amount 
would probably be raised in an 
equai time in India; and he cher- 
ished the hope that Auxiliary 
Societies would be formed at 
Madras, Bombay, and Columbe 
in Ceylon. 

As early at least as October, 
this young and vigorous Society, 
after gaining suihcient informa 
tion from different parts of India, 
determined to carry through the 
mission press at Serampore 
large editions of the Tamul Bi- 
ble, the Cingalese New Testa- 
ment, and the New Testament 
in Malayalim, translated by the 
Syrian Bishop. They contracted 
for no less than 5000 New Tes- 
taments in each of the three lan- 
guages; and moreover directed 
800 copies of the Tamul New 
‘Testament to be purchased for 
distribution. Their funds at that 
time amounted to near 60,000 ru* 
pees, about thirty three thousand 
doilars. ‘Thus in eight months 
they had exceeded by more than 
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6000 dollars, the sum expected 
from England in three years.” 

A translation was com menced 
in a new language sometime a- 
pout the beginning of 1811, 
which, with some circumstances 
relative to another intended ver- 
sion, deserve to be noticed. Ear- 
ly in 1810, Messrs. Pritchett, 
Brain, and Hands, from the Lon- 
don Missionary Socicty, arrived 
at Madras. The two former pro- 
ceeded to the Birman ILmpire, 
with an intention to undertake a 
translation of the Scriptures into 
the language of that country. 
After staying sometime at Ran- 
goon with the Baptist Missiona- 
ries, they were on the point of 
removing to Ava, the capital cf 
the Empire, when Mr. Brain was 
seized with a violent disorder, 
which terminated his life on the 
10th of July, 1810. It was still 
expected that Mr. Pritchett 
would “in due time” proceed to 
Ava, and begin the translation. 
What intervened between that 
time and October 1811. is not 
known; but at this date, as ap- 
pears by a letter not published, 
he was in Bengal “under sen- 
tence of transportation to Eu- 
rope,’ which is ascribed to the 
jealousy of the Government, The 
Missionaries at Vizagapatam, 
however, expected him at that 
place in the course of the next 
month, 

Mr. Hands, though destined 
for Seringapatam, in Mysore, 
was induced by advice of friends 
to settle at Bellary, about 320 
miles north west of Madras. 
rhe language of that region, 
which is: spoken from Goa, and 
the borders of the Mahratta 
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country, to the southern ex- 
tremity of Mysore, is called the 
Comarre, and sometimes the Ca- 
nara, from a country of that 
name lying on the sea between 
Malay-ala and Goa. This dialect 
bears affinity to the Telinga. 
Mr. Hands sat down to the study 
of the language in 1810, and be- 
fore October 1811, as appears 
from a letter not published, had 
produced a version of the Gos- 
pel by Luke.t 

In an account of the Annual 
Disputation in the College of 
Fort William, which took place 
on the 7th of August, 1811, we 
are informed that the Missiona- 
ries had recently cast a fount of 
types in the Gooroomookee Na- 
guree character, used by the 
Seeks in the Punjab, and had 
succeeded in casting metallic 
types for the Chinese language; 
that a third volume of the Rama- 
yuna was published; that a 
Dictionary of “the vernacular 
dialect of Bengal,” by Dr. Carey, 
was in the press at Serampore, 
and that twenty different works 
had been prepared or printed in 
the College, within a year, eight 
of which were calculated to fa- 
cilitate the translations into dif- 
ferent languages, being Gram- 
mars, Vocabularies, &c. 

In the month of September the 
printing of the Malayalim New 
Testament at Bombay had ad- 
vanced to the 12th chapter of 
Jobn. The progress was not so 
rapid as Dr. Buchanan had an- 
ticipated, who in the beginning 
of that year thought it probable 
that the New Testament was 
nearly finished. Nor were the 
Ch. 


+ Pan. vol, vi, p. $34,570,571. 
4 R.’s Cyc, un- 


Ob. vol. X, Pp. 263, 841, 
der Canara, 














206 


expectations of that distinguish- 
ed friend of translations fully an- 
swered in respect to the version 
of the Cingalese Old Testament. 
If that version was commenced 
by Mr. Tolfry, in 1808, as Dr. B. 
supposed, it seems to have been 
discontinued; for the Committee 
ef the British and Foreign Bible 
Society at the time of making 
theireighth Re port,in May, 1812, 
knew of no such translation go- 
ing on. They say, “The Com- 
mittee expect that a translation 
of the Old Testament in the 
Cingalese dialect wi/d be under- 
taken by a competent person at 
Ceyion.” As they had convers- 
ed with Sir Alexander John- 
stone, a warm friend of transla- 
tions, who left the island two 
years after Dr. B. did, they must 
have known if Mr. Tolfry had 
proceeded. Dr. Carey, however, 
had probably correct information 
when he asserted in October, 
1811, “The Old Testament is in 
a course of translation on the 
island.” By the end of that year 
Sabat had finished an Arabic ver- 
sion, not only of the New Testa- 
ment. but of the book of Genesis. 
In order to procure versions of 
the Scriptures in the purest dia- 
lects of Arabia and Persia, Mr. 
Martyn had undertaken a jour- 
ney into those countries, and at 
the date of the last accounts was 
at Shiraz 

In the spring of 1811, Dr. Ca- 
rey stated that his labors were 
chiefly confined to the transla- 
tions, and he entertained a hope 
that he might live to see the 
Scriptures printed in twelve lan- 
guages under the care of the 
Missionaries. “The Whole Bi- 
ble,” says he in March, “has 
been printed sometime in Ben- 
galee; the New Testament and 
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Pentateuch in Shanscrit; th 
New Testament, and the Oj 
from Job to Malachi in Orisg.. 
the New Testament in Hindog, 
tanee and Mahratta. In the Chi. 
nese the Gospels by Matthey 
and Mark are printed off. We 
have begun printing in the Jan. 
guage of the Seeks, or the Pun- 
jabee,] and in the Birman; [in 
the Birman only a pamphlet con. 
taining some extracts fromScrip. 
ture;] and in this year, 181], 
we hope the Telinga and Car. 
nata will be begun. The latter, 
with the Guzerattee, has hitherto 
been delayed chiefly for want of 
pecuniary aid.” The Teling 
was put to press before the 4th 
of October, at which time the 
printing of the Carnata was just 
commencing. At that date the 
book of Joshua was printed in 
Shanscrit; Joshua, Ruth, Ist and 
2d Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
and Esther, in Orissa; a second 
edition of the Gospels in Hin- 
dostanee; and Genesis in Mab- 
ratta. Between March and Oc 
tober two new versions, the As 
sam and Nepala, were commenc: 
ed The following was drawn 
up by Dr Carey, on the 4thol 
October 1811,to show the exist- 
ing state of the translations. 

1 Bengalee. The whole Bible 
printed, and athird edition of the 
New Testament. [At the last 
account a new edition of the Pen- 
tateuch was printed to the mit: 
die of Leviticus. | 

2. Shanscrit. The New Tes 
tament and the Old to 1 Kings vil), 


_translated;——-New Testament, 


Pentateuch, and Joshua, printed. 

3. Orissa. The whole Bible; 
except the Pentateuch transiat- 
ed;—the whole Bible, except 
the Pentateuch, and from Judges 
to 2 Kings inclusive, printed: the 
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hook of Ruth was also printed. 

4. Hindostanee. New Tes- 
tament, Pentateuch, and Histo- 
rical books, [from the beginning 
ofthe Old Testament to Job,} 
rranslated;—-New Testament, 
and a second edition of the 
Gospels, frrinted. and Genesis 
inthe press. [It was said, Nov 
1809, that from Job to Malachi, 
and March 1810, that the whole 
Bible except the Pentateuch, 
was translated. The version 
was probably'found defective. | 

5, Mahratta. New Testament, 
Pentateuch, and Hagiography, 
(that is, from 1 Chronicles to 
Canticles inclusive, with Ruth, 
Lamentations, and Daniel, )trans- 
lated;—New Testament and 
Genesis. printed. 

6. Cninese. New Testament, 
Genesis, Exodus, and Leviticus, 
translated ;——_ Matthew and ark, 
frinted. 

7. Seek. New Testament, 
andthe Oid to Numbers, trans- 
latedj—New Testament in the 
frress. 

8. Telinga. New Testament, 
and the Oid to Numbers, ¢rans- 
lated;—New Testament in the 
fress. 

9. Carnata. New Testament, 
and the Qld to Deuteronomy, 
translated;—-New ‘Testament 
just going to press. 

10. Guzerattee. The four 
Gospels translared;—the print- 
ing of Matthew had been begun 
but was reiinguished. 

li. Birman. Matthew and 
Mark transiated;——printing not 
begun—types cast. 

12, Cashmirian. Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke translated;— 
printing not begun,—fount of 
types about completed. 

4 13. Assam. Matthew trans- 
ated;—-printing not begun. 
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Matthew trazs- 
chap. xii; printing 


14. Nepala. 
lated;—to 
not begun. 

Notwithstanding the Telinga 
is exhibited in this catalogue as 
being in the frress. it was not the 
Translation made at Serampore, 
but the one left by Mr. Desgran- 
ges, put to press by the Correse 
ponding Committee of the Bible 
Society, and superintended by 
Ananda Rayer in person. Dr. 
Carey had said in December, 
1810, that they were about to 
print this version immediately: 
Mr. Gordan told us in October, 
i8il, that it was actually printing 
in Bengal, under the eye of 
Ananda Rayer: and in an un- 
published part of a letter from 
Mr. Ward to Robert Raiston 
Esq. dated Jan 15, 1812, it is 
stated that the Missionaries had 
in the press, om their own ace 
count, the Shanscrit, Orissa, 
‘“Hindostanee according to the 
Shanscrit.” Mahratta, Chinese, 
Seek, [not Telinga,| Carnata, 
and Birman; andthat they were 
printing or preparing types for 
the following five, which were 
“under the patronage of the 
Corresponding Committee of 
the Bible Society, or of the Cal- 
cutta Auxiliary Bible Society;” 
viz, the “Hindostanee according 
to the Persian,” {Mr. Martyn’s 
Translation} the Persian, [a 
version of the New Testament 
recently finished by the Rev. L. 
Sabastianl, “an Italian priest of 
the Romish Church, a man of 
great learning,’—and “many 
years resident at the court of 
Persia;’’—both of these were in 
the press at Serampore as early 
as the 4th of October, 181i,]the 
Telinga, Tamul, and Cingalese. © 
The twolatter,and the Malayalim, 
which seems not yet to have ar: 
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rived from Malabar, were under 
the patronage of the Calcuzta 
Bible Society. Besides these, 
Dr Carey seems to say in Octo- 
ber 18!1, that Sabat’s Arabic 
version was brought to Seram- 
pore tobe printed. But neither 
this, nor Sabat’s Persian trans- 
lation. nor the Guzerattee of the 
Missionaries, which was an- 
nounced in 1897 as in the press, 
was printing at Serampore on 
the 15th day of January. 1812.* 

Tie foilowing extract is from 
a letter of Dr. Carey’s, dated 
Oct 4, i811.,; “There are still 
several languages in the East in- 
to which no translation is vet 
begun; viz. the language of 
Cabul, that of Thibet, the lan- 
guages of Tartary, the Arracan, 
Siam, and Cambodian languages; 
together with those spoken by 
different small nations of moun- 
taineers North and East of Jndia: 
also a number of languages 
spoken in the islands as the Ja- 
vail, Macassar, Batta, Buggesso, 
[probably L2ugis,| otherwise 
called Bouguese,and, several oth- 
ers unknown tome. {He seems 
to forget, though one of the 
Corresponding Committee of the 
Bible Society, that three of these 
languages were among the seven 
undertaken by Dr. Leyden, and 
that one Gospel at least had been 
for several months translated in- 
to Macassar, and Bugis. |—«It 
must not be supposed,” contin- 
ues Dr. Carey, “that I have giv- 
en a complete account of all 
that remains to be done. The 
languages spoken through all 
the islands of the Indian Ocean 


* Nar. p. 72. M. B. M. M. vol. iii, 
p. 107- Pan. vol. vii, p. 375. vel. vill, 
p. 43,44,97,98. Ch. Ob. vol. xi, p. 241, 
242,328. Ch. Res. p. 170. 


and the Chinese Seas, must by 
very numerous, and many of 
them have scarcely been noticed 
by Europeans. To the languages 
mentioned by name he might 
have added the Tagala, Pali, 
Cochin-Chinese, or Tonquinese, 
Caiinga, Barma, Laos, &c. 

Ina letter written five days 
later, on the 9th of the month, 
he says, “A ‘gentleman, lately 
of Calcutta, has employed men 
who have made rough draughts 
of translations of a single Gospel 
into five languages, not yet 
touched by any one else.” = It is 
to be regretted that the excel 
lent Dr. Cavey is so Aabditually 
indefinite when ever he has oc- 
casion to ailude to the labors of 
others. Had he simply zamed 
the gentleman and the languages 
(which was just as easy as to omit 
the names,) he wou'd have com. 
municated important information 
tothe public. Happily, howev- 
er, this matter is explained in 
the last Report of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. We 
learn from that Report thata 
part of the Gospels had been 
translated into five langua 
ges by Dr. Leyden, but had not 
been printed in consequence of 
the much lamented death of that 
gentleman in the island of Java 

At the date of the last accounts 
from India, there was a prospect 
that the version preparing for the 
Mahrattas would soon be applied 
to an important use. A friend 
of the Baptist Missionaries, 
who appears not to belong to 
their communion, was “gradual: 
ly spreading the Scriptures, and 
the savor of the Redeemer’s 
name,’ among that numerous 
and powerful people. . This in 
formation is communicated in 
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ietter from Dr. Marshman, dated 
January, 18th, 1812.* 


REVIEW. 


Thus it appears, that, at the 
commencement of the present 
year, jthe Baptist Missionaries 
had the care of fourteen Transla- 
tions, the number proposed in 
1806, the Persian and Bootan be- 
ing exchanged for the Cash- 
mirianand Assam. One version 
was completed; eight, (if we 
may include the Birman in the 
number,) were in the press; and 
five were preparing. Besides 
these, they were printing for the 
Corresponding Committee of the 
Bible Society, the Telinga ver- 
sion of Desgranges, the Hindos- 
tance of Martyn, the Persian of 
Sabastiani; and were, by direc- 
tion of the Calcutta Society, 
printing or preparing types for 
the Tamu] Bible, the Cingalese 
New Testament, and the Malay- 
alim New Testament, and prob- 
ably expected soon to be em- 
ployed by one of the Bible Saci- 
eties to print the Arabic and 
Persian of Sabat;—in all, twenty- 
two versions in nineteen langua- 
ges, there being a duplication of 
the Persian, Hindostanee, ad 
Telinga versions. In addition 
to these it may be observed that 
before they dismissed the Per- 
sian, they had iranslated the 
book of Psalms, and probably 
some other books, into that lan- 
guage, and had begun to print. 

At Rangoon, the Birman, 
one of the fourteen, was going on 
under the two Missionarics— 
Matthew and Mark translated— 
to be printed at Serampore,—the 


* Pan. vol. viii, p. 43,44,97. Ed. R. 
Se p. 392-395. Ch. Ob, vol. xi, 
% 321. 
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printing scarcely begun. Anoth- 
er version had been contemplat- 
ed by Mr. Pritchett. 

In the College of Fort William, 
the first versions of the Gospels 
into Persian and Hindostanee 
had been made. A part of the 
latter had been printed at the 
College press, and a part, or the 
whole, of the former. Dr. Ley- 
den had undertaken the charge 
of seven languages; into five of 
which, it would seem, one Gos- 
pel had been translated: The 
College was earnestly engaged 
in issuing Grammars, Vocabula- 
ries, and other works subservi- 
ent to the various Translations. 

At Cawnfore, the version of 
the New Testament was com- 
plete in three languages, one of 
which was already in the Mis- 
sion press. This was the third 
Hindostanee translation that was 
undertaken. A part of the Per- 
sian was published. The Old 
Testament was about to be trans- 
lated into the three languages; 
an Arabic version of Genesis 
already done. 

At Vizagafatam a version of 
the three first Gospels into the 
Telinga had been left by Des- 
granges, and was printing at 
Scrampore under the eye of 
Ananda Rayer. This is the on- 
ly Telinga translation that has 
been brought to the press, 
though it was the second that 
was undertaken. Mr. Gordon 
was laboring hard at John, and 
Mr. Lee at Genesis. The jrst 
draught by Ananda Rayer was 
far advanced. 

In Malabar, the New Testa- 
ment was translated into the Ma- 
layalim, and was printing at 
Bombay. A new edition of 5000 
copies about to be put to press. 
at Serampore by the Calcutta 
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* Bible Society... The Old Testa- 


ment probably in a course of 
tianslation. 

In Ceylon, the translation of 
the Old Testament was begun. 
A large edition, (5000 copies,) 
of an old version of the New 
Testament was printing or about 
to be printed at Serampore by 
the Calcutta Society. 

At Canton and Macao, Mr. 
Morrison was completing and 
correcting a defective Chinese 
version of the New Testament 
carried out from England, and 
had already printed the Acts. 
He had begun a new version of 
Genesis and Psalms. Two Chi- 
nese translations were print- 
ing in Asia. At Bellary, Mr. 
Hands had translated Luke into 
the Comarre or Canara language. 

At Madras, Mr. Jarrett, for 
aught that appears, was still pur- 
suing the version into the West- 
ern Malay. 

Mr. Sabastiani had finished a 
Persian translation of the New 
Testament, which was in the 
press. This was the third ver- 
sion into that language, besides 
the one which had been discon- 
tinued at Serampore. 

By a clause in Dr. Buchanan’s 
“Star in the East,” it appears 
that some attempts had been 
made to prepare the Scriptures 
for the islands in the Pacific 
Ocean, as distinguished from the 
Malayan isiands. 

The British and Foreign Bible 
Society had appointed a Corres- 
ponding Committee in Bengal, 
to be their organ while their aid 
is needed in any region of East- 
ern Asia. That-Committee be- 
sides all the encouragement 
which they have given to differ- 
ent editions of the Scriptures, 
have established at Calcutta a 
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General Repository for Bibles jy 
all languages, rep With q 
Translation-Library, and a 
entered upon a plan to sup 
Public Rewiiebe of the Scripting! 
in the different countries of the 
Kast. 

An Auxiliary Bible Society 
has been established at Calcutta, 
whose primary object is to sup. | 
ply the native Christians of Indig 
and Ceylon with the Word of 
God in their own tongues. With 


funds amounting to thirty three p 
thousand dollars, collected in the t 
first eight months after their 1 
formation, they have already un. i 
dertaken new and large editions 


of the Tamul Bible, and the 
Cingalese and Malayalim New 
Testament, for the benefit of 
seven or eightor nine hundred 
thousand professing Christians, 

This stupendous account pre- 
sents you with ten stations where 
versions of the Scriptures are 
preparing, and with ¢dérty-one 
translations, in twenty-five dis- 
tinct danguages. But Dr. Leyden 
had engaged for two more ver- 
sions, and one more language, 
one of the languages having 
siice been undertaken at Se- 
rampore. Allowing these to be 
going forward, you have thirty- 
three translations in twenty-six 
languages. If you add to these 
the Tamul and Malay versions 
formerly made, you have ¢hirty- 
Jive translations in twenty-cight 
languages. But this is not all; 
there are in a state of progres 
sion 

TRANSLATIONS NEAR THE 
CASPIAN SEA. 

Tn Circassia, towards the north- 
ern extremity of the country be- 
tween the Caspian and Euxine 
Sea, at an equal distance from 
both, stands the Tartar village of 
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Karass, at the northern foot of 
Mount Caucasus, near the source 
of the river Cuban, the Hypanis 
of the ancients, which rises in 
the mountains, and separates the 
Russian from the Turkish Em- 
pire. Karass, which is under 
the Russian dominion, contains 
a little more than 500 souls, who 
are called Mahometans. Some 
of the Tartars profess indeed the 
Mahometan faith, but the Cir- 
cassians in general, though they 
practise circumcision, have nei- 
ther priest, alcoran, nor mosque 
like other Mahometans, and are 
in fact mere pagans. Their 
language they have in common 
with other neighboring Tartars, 
and it is said to have an affinity 
with the dialects of the aborigi- 
nes of America. The country 
between the two seas, especially 
the extensive regions which lie 
on Mount Caucasus, are inhabit- 
ed by different nations distin- 
cuished by different tongues. 
In Karass, where there are na- 
tives from all the surrounding 
countries, no less than six or 
seven distinct dialects are un- 
derstood. Around it are the 
Circassians, Kabardinians, and 
Abassinians. On one side isa 
horde of Nagay Tartars subject 
to Russia; a little more than a 
day’s journey on the other side 
are the Cuban Tartars now, or 
at least lately, subject to Turkey. 

In the spring of 1802, the 
Missionary Society of Edin- 
burgh established in 1796, sent 
outtwo Missionaries “tothe coun- 
tries bordering on the Caspian 
Sea.” Messrs. Brunton and Pat- 
€rson, with an African youth, 
whom Mr. Brunton had brought 
from the neighborhood-of Sierra 
Leone, sailedifrom Leith, on the 
‘7th of April,, for Petersburgh, 
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and thence proceeded over land 
to Karass. In May, 1805, the 
Society sent out foursnew Mis- 
sionaries, Messrs, Mitchell, Pin- 
kerton, Macalpine, and Galloway. 
The two first had been taught 
the art of printing, and carried 
with them a press, and a fount 
of Arabic types, which is the 
character used at Karass: Before 
their report in 1807, the British 
and Foreign Bible Society had 
sent them afresh supply of Ara- | 
bic types and paper, to print 
5000 copies of the New Testa- 
ment in the Turkish language; 
and by the month of August, 
1810, the printing had advanced 
to the end of Acts.*™ = 

At a large distance to the 
north east of Karass, in Russian 
Asia, twenty-four miles below 
Czarizin, on a stream called Sar- 
pa which falls into the ‘river 
Wolga, the Moravians, in the 
year 1765 established a settle- 
ment which they named Sarefra. 
Their chief object was to car 
the Gospel to the Calmuck Tar- 
tars, and other heathen tribes in 
those vast regions. Some ofthe 
brethren resided awhile among 
the Calmucks, conforming © toe 
their manners, living in tents, 
and accompanying their moving: 
camp through those immense 
plains covered with long grass. 
But all their labors were with- 
out success. At length the great- 
est part of the Calmucks quitted 
that neighborhood and removed 
out of their reach. The breth- 
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* Theol. Mag. vol. ii, p. 220. N, 
Y.M.M. vol. ili, p. 279, 280; volviv, 
p 144—151. M.B.M. M. vol. iii, p. 
100. Pan. vol. i, p 319; vol. iii, —p. 
232, vol.v, p. 91; vol. vily p. S3Q@ 
Star in E. p. 29. M.’s Géog. vol, i, 
p- 382,407,412. R.’s Cyc. under Cay: 
causus, Circassia, and Cuhan, : 
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ren, however, have been useful 
tothe German colonies on the 
Wolga, by forming societies a- 
mong them, and supplying them 
with ministets. : 

Some of the brethren translated 
a small portion of the Scriptures 
into the Calmuck language, but 
were too poor to printit. Under- 
standing that a fount of types 
could be obtained at Petersburgh 
for 600 rubles, (about 270 dol- 
lars,) they applied to the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society for aid. The Com- 
mittee not only sent them that 
sum, but advised them to under- 
take .the translation of evtire 
books of the New Testament, 
promising further assistance in 
proportion as they proceeded. 
All this was done before the 
month of May, 1808. In the 
spring of 1809 the committee 
received information that the 
money had arrived, and that the 
brethren, encouraged by that 
supply, and the promise of more, 
had complied with the recom- 
mendation by commencing in 
earnest the translation of Mat- 
thew. It was confidently ex- 
pected that they would proceed 
till they had completed and pub- 
lished the whole New Testa- 
ment.* 

The addition of the Zurkish 
and Ca/muck swells the number 
of stations to TWELVE, the num- 
ber of danguages to THIRTY, and 
the number of translations to 
THIRTY*SEVEN. 

Thus it appears that the Mis- 
sionaries at Karass and Sarepta 
have attacked the Mahometan 
and Pagan world of Asia on the 


* N.Y.M.M. vol. i, p. 306; vol. iv, 
p- 86. Pan. vol. iv, p. 186; vol. v, p. 
d9,440. 
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west, and the translators in India. 
on the east, and are unsheathing 
the sword of the Spirit for the coy. 
quest of all the countries Which. 
lie between them. May they 
continue their march till they. 
meet in Jerusalem, and sing theip 
triumphs on Mount Zion! 






ON SUPERSTITIOUS OBSERVAK: 
CES. 


For the Panoplist. 


Hasits and practices of immor. 
al tendency often exist in Chris 
tian communities, of such a na 
ture as to render it difficult to 
state them with clearness, or to 
censure them with dignity. The 
divine and the moralist generally 
lay hold on the more prominent 
vices and foibles; and too often 
permit those, which have a less 
obvious, and more undefined, 
character, to escape without an- 
imadversion. But conceiving 
that every fault deserves repre- 
hension, and. that nothing moral- 
ly wrong can be innoxious, I pro- 
pose to make some remarks on 
certain opinions and_ practices, 
which seem to have an exten- 
sive prevalence through our 
country. 

Enjoying the oracles of Divine 
truth and the blessings of an en- 
lightened education, as the peo- 
ple of this country do, one could 
have hoped that we might, “clean 
escape’ from those errors of pa 
ganism and superstition in which 
our heathen ancestors were once, 
and the heathen world are still, 
involved. But the fact appears 
otherwise. Relics of pagan su- 
perstition still adhere. to us 1 
spite of all our advantages; and 
men, who call themselves Chris: 
tians, «lo and believe many of the 
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ame things which their pagan 
»refathers did, and believed; and 
probably for no better reason 
han that such were the faith and - 
nractice of their ancestors. Men, 
were elevated 
uch above the ordinary level, 
have been tinctured with the 
same superstition, and have aid- 
ed its perpetuation, while the 
ore ignorant have clung to it 
with a pertinacity peculiarly 
their own. Some whoare ready 
tolaugh at the superstition, as 
they call ‘it, of Christians, are 
themselves arrant slaves to su- 
perstitions of a most ridiculous 
character. But the great mis- 
fortune is, that Christians, and 
sober people, should become 
dupes tothe sameerror, Chris- 
tians should be cautious that they 
bring no reproach on their pro- 
fession, and should remember 
that they ought to serve God 
and not idols. While bound to 
avoid even the afifiearance of 
evil, they ought to stand aloof 
from things remotely tending to 
idolatry; they should cease to 
consult stars, to look after 
omens, to observe days and re- 
gard visions, while they have 
the Bible in their hands, and pro- 
fess to haye Him, who guideth 
into all the truth, in their hearts. 
_ When men, who had been pre- 
viously idolaters, and wrapped 
inthe mists of pagan supersti- 
tion, embrace the Christian re- 
ligion, itis no wonder that they 
should retain, for a while, 
some portion of their former 
habits of thinking, without per- 
celving their conduct to be rep- 
rehensible. But, persons who 


have enjoyed from their infancy 
the light of revelation, and lived 
all their days in a Christian com- 
munity ought surely to under- 
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stand their obligation to avoid 
every appearance of an idola- 
trous attachment to the vanities © 
ofthe heathen. Even the dic- 
tates of reason rightly informed, 
weuld teach them to avoid:such 
errors; and the fear of ridicule, 
one might think, would deter 
most persons from the stupid 
observation of planets, signs, and 
visions. Still the fact is not so. 
How many persons the writer 
has known, whom no considera- 
tions short of necessity, could 
induce to set up the frame of a 


building, begin a journey, oF 
commence ahy new enterprise, 


> 


on a Friday. The 
this, they tell you is, that Friday 
is an unlucky @ay, and that 
whatever is commenced then 
will prove disastrous in the issue. 
But let me ask the observers of 
Friday, whence came you by 
such an opinion? Did you learn 
it from your Bibles? Has God any 
where informed you that when 
in the course of the six days of 
creation, that day first appeared, 
and when he pronounced his 
productions of that day “very 
good” he notwithstanding. de- 
signed the day itself to be very 
bad’—Surely you will notcharge 
God foolishly. Butewill you say, 
that some evil agent always 
busies himself in mischief on 
that day? Then by relinquishing 
your lawful pursuits through 
fear of this wicked agent, that is, 
the devil, you do homage to him. 
I fear it may be said of you “ye 
worship ye know not what.” 
Traces of that idolatrous ven- 
eration which our heathen ances- 
tors used to offer to the moon, are 
distinctlyvisible among us at this 
day. People now do not erect 
temples, nor altars, to that lu- 
minary; nor will they be forward 
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to acknowledge themselves its 
worshippers; but many, by their 
conduct, pay to it, an indirect 
homage, nor can they well ac- 
quit themselves of the imputa- 
tion. ‘They ascribe to it, in cer- 
tain cases, some unknown, un- 
defined, and secret, though 
real, agency, not belonging to 
matter, nor dependent on any 
of its known properties; and ex- 
erted in sucha way as must lead 
you to conclude, if you make 
any conclusion at all, that some 
sort of intelligence is concerned 
inthe agency. From the different 
appearances of this body in the 
performance of its stated revo- 
lutions, they will prognosticate 
to you the state of the weather, 
and determine when is the proper 
time to sow and to plant, and to 
gather in many of the fruits of 
the earth. If it is eclipsed, then 
too we are to expect changes in 
the weather, and other things 
which, they will tell you, its 
eclipses denote, not consider- 
ing that such eclipses are as 
much a thing of course, as the 
alternation of day and night. 
There are indeed two ways in 
which the moon has a real influ- 
ence upon the earth and its pro- 
ductions; in one, by itsattraction, 
a well known property of matter; 
in the other, by the rays of light 
which proceed from it, and are 
well ascertained to have an influ- 
ence in giving color, solidity, 
and some other properties, to 
vegetables. The effect in the 
first, is mechanical, existing 
mutually between the moon and 
the earth, and is common to all 
matter; the effect in the second 
is chemical, as appears from the 
aforesaid changes which are pro- 
duced by it: on the vegetable 
wtructure, But such is not the 


influence which the people hep 
intended ascribe to the moon; 
that influence is independent 
any known principles, or cop, 
binations of matter; being Magi. 
cal, or mysterious, and excitj 
in the observers of such things, 
sensations bordering on awe, and 
superstitious veneration. Take 
from them these sensations, and 
you remove every thing which. 
they care for retaining. It is the 
love of something half mysteris 
ous, vague, and capricious, that 
renders many so much attached 
to these whimsical idolatries, 
blended, at the same time, witha 
sort of safety which mankind 
naturally feel in being idolatrous, 
while they can be so in disguise, 
and without profession. 

The sun, too, is not -without 
its formal observers at this duy, 
Its influence is conceived to va- 
ry, as it arrives at certain points 
in its apparent progress through 
the heavens; or, in better lan- 
guage as the earth is in certain 
parts of its annual revolution 
about that orb. When in such 
a sign of the zodiac, it will exert 
a certain mysterious influence 
upon particular parts of animal 
bodies; when in another sign, 
then another influence upon 
some other part of such bodies. 
One person-will not attempt to 
angle, unless the sign happens. 
that day to be right; and to ascer- 
tain this point, will examine his 
almanac with as much gravity 
as a Hindoo will peruse his 
Shaster. Another would consent 
to let blood, upon no considera- 
tion, unless the sign should be 
favorable. <A third would con- 
sider flesh to be inferior in qual- 
ity, if the animal were not 
butchered under the proper sg7; 
or at a proper period of tht 
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moon. A child born at the rising 
or setting of the sun, will haye 
more or less favorable pros- 
ectof a long life. To those 
who entertain such opinions, or 
others resembling them, I wil 
address a single observation. 
Would you regard your God 
half as scrupulously as you do 
the lifeless matter which He has 
created; and adhere to His pre- 
cepts, and the dictates of well in- 
formed reason, with half the per- 
tinacity with which you cling to 
your prejudices, you would live 
much more happy and success- 
fulin the world, and pursue a 
conduct much better becoming 
the character of those who have 
had a Christian education. 

Many people who, perhaps, 
may be free from the imputation 
of any of the foregoing idola- 
trous notions concerning the 
sun, are still of opinion that its 
eclinses are ominous of disasters 
to that quarter of the world 
where they take place. But I 
know of nothing in Scripture, or 
in the history of the world, to 
warrant such an opinion. For 
aught that appears, national ca- 
lamities as certainly foretell e- 
clipses of the sun, as those e- 
clipses do’ national calamities. 
One thing however is certain; if 
these eclipses do denote any 
such disasters, it is because God 
has established them for signs 
of those events; not because they 
naturally, and of themselves, de- 
hote them. But if God has so 
established them, he must have 
given some indication of the 
fact, either by revelation, or by 
so ordering in his providence 
a there should be an unvary- 

& Connexion between the sign, 
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als 
and the thing signified; making 
the one uniformly consequent 
upon the other. Should this con- 
nexion fail but once, it must 
overthrow the supposition of its 
existing at all; or else another 
sign must be required in order 
to show us when the first one is 
to be taken as denoting nothing. 
But what renders such a denot- 
ing of events very dubious, when 
we cast our eyes upon the histo- 
ry of Divine providence, is, that 
an eclipse necessarily extends 
to a large portion of the globe; 
and rarely has it happened since 
the earth was first peopled, that 
every part of so large a portion 
has been free from public + 
amities, for any. considerable 
length of time. Hence it does not 
easilyappear bow an eclipse of the 
sun can be taken for a sure sign 
of public calamities, when those 
calamities almost continually exe 
ist, in some part of the world at 
least, where the eclipse is per- 
ceived; and that, whether there 
are eclipses, or not. Further- 
more, let it be remembered, that 
eclipses necessarily result from 
the established laws of the plan. 
etary revolutions. | Wheneyer 
they take place, it is in exact 
conformity with those laws, be- 
ing perfectly regular, and at de- 
termined intervals; insomuch, 
that instead of viewing an e- 
clipse of the sun as miraculous 
and portentous, we ought to con- 
sider its failure a miracle and 
prodigy, astonishing in kind and 
degree. By the aid of astro- 





nomical science, eclipses may 
be calculated with the utmost 
precision, for any length of time, 
past, or future. If they are sure 
proguostics of future events, then 
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those events may be predicted, 
by the help of astronomy, with 
as much certainty a thousand 
years beforthand, as they can at 
the time when the eclipse hap- 
pens. But should an astronomer 
thus undertake to turn prophet, 
there would be, I think, but one 
opinion concerning the propriety 
and usefulness of his labors. 
Scripture, T have already ob- 
served, gives no warrant, that is, 
to my knowledge, for any belief 
in such prognostications; and if 
none is derived from Scripture, 
the general course of Divine 
providence, nor from reason, it 
is difficult to determine where 
else to look for one. My apology 
for these remarks, which to ma- 
hy May appear entirely -super- 
fluotis, is derived from the well 
known fact, that many very wor- 
thy men, and Christians, entertain 
the opinion that eclipses of the 
sun are unquestionable tokens of 
the Divine displeasure, and that 
they ought to be so regarded by 
all good people. This opinion, 
or something very like it, was in 
the course of the last winter, ad- 


mf ced bya very able member 
On the floor of Congress. Cer- 


tainly, then, so far as the forc- 
going remarks are just and per- 
tinent, they are not uscless; for 
it is a matter of consequence 


_that right opinions should be en- 


tertained on this subject. 

It is by no means the inten- 
tion of the writer to advance the 
idea, that there are no /ossidle 
circumstances under which a 
solar eclipse could be considered 
as portentous. A freternatural 
eclipse ought, no doubt, to be 
considered as of this character. 
Such was the preternatural ob- 
scuration of the sun’s light at the 





crucifixion of our Savior; whig 
obscuration, as astronomers jy, 
form us, could not have’ happen 
ed by the intervention of ty 
moon between the sun and th 
earth, the regular cause of soly 
eclipses. But if we undertak 
to make prodigies out of natur 
appearances, and such as ay 
the necessary result of thos 
laws by which the Almighty js 
pleased to govern his materig. 
creation, we alike transcend the 
bounds of reason and Christia 
discretion, Were eclipses re. 
garded simply as displays of the 
Divine power and majesty, no 
remarks would have been need. 
ed. But would we look for signs 
of the divine displeasure t- 
wards a nation, we can see them, 
with unfailing certainty, in nm 
tional sins, and depravity of mor- 
als. These inform us, far more 
emphatically than eclipses, when 
God has a controversy with us, 
and is about to inflict upon us 
the rod of his anger. As for 
those who regard eclipses of the 
sun as portending calamities in- 
dependently of any known com- 
mission from Him who made the 
sun, and appointed all the laws 
to which it is subject; they car 
not escape the charge of idola- 
try, however it may be blended 
with other correct apprehensions 
of the Divine providence, Such 
a mixture of real and false rt 
ligion, but ill accords with the 
holy jealousy with which the 
Most High maintains his truth. 
It is like the mongrelworship 
of the Samaritans, a religion 4l- 
lowed of indeed by man, but ul 
authorized by Heaven. 
ACLETUS. 


































(To be continued. ) 


1812. 
For the Panoplist. 


@N ECCLESIASTICAL TRIBUNALS. 


The subject of ecclesiastical govern- 
ment 1s demanding and receiving 
very considerable attention from the 
Congregational clergy in Massa- 
chusetts. That the result of this 
attention may be the promotion of 
correct principles and Christian 


practice, every good man desires;. 


and that such will ée the result 
many good men confidently antici- 
pate. It is necessary on this sub- 
ject, as wellas on most others, that 
all the arguments on both sides 
should be clearly stated, and dis- 
passionately considered. The fol- 
lowing communication, in answer 
to the paper on the want of ecclestase 
tical tribunals in our nutber for 
July,is therefore admitted. Though 
we are perfectly willing and de. 
sirous that every argument on this 
subject should be presented to the 
public, we deem it proper to give 
notice, in order to prevent the dis- 
appointment of our correspondents, 
that we cannot permit more than a 
moderate portion of our pages to be 
occupied with this discussion, 
without excluding other subjects 
equally important. Ep. 


I uAvE always understood it to 
be a principle with the editors of 
the Panoplist to admit into their 
pages inquiries and discussions, 
when conducted with seriousness 
and candor, though they may not 
accord with what has been be- 
fore published. With respect 
to the form of government, which 
was first established, and which 
still prevails, in the churches of 
Massachusetts, may not the fol- 
lowing observations justly claim 
the attention of the religious 
public, in connexion with what 
appeared in the Panoplist for 
July, on the want of ecclesiasti- 
Cal trbiunals? They are offered 
for publication. 


Von. V. 


New Seriés; 
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The writer of this communi- 
cation is not insensible of the 
power of prejudice, particularly 
of the prejudices of education. 
He was born and educated in 
Massachusetts, was early admit- 
ted to a Congregational church, 
and is now a minister of the con- 
eregational order. To this order 
he acknowledges himself attach- 
ed. He would undoubtedly be 
loath to admit objections against 
it, and willing to see it fairly de- 
fended. Not that he supposes, 
that we have adopted the only 
scriptural mode of church gov- 
ernment. Few of any denomina- 
tion are at the present day so 
bigoted and arrogant, as to make 
such pretensions. Without doubt 
many things relating to the 
church are left to ihe discretion 
of Christians, and may with pro- 
priety be varied according to cir- 
cumstances. It neither surprises 
nor offends me, that in a nation 
like England, where there are 
such established cifferences and 
gradations of rank in the civil 
government, something similar 
should exist in the church. And 
it seems to harmonize with our 
republican constitution and feel- 
ings, that every minister should 
be a bishop. Nor can either 
mode be shown to be in direct 
violation of Scripture, or subver- 
sive of the order or destructive 
of the prosperity of the Church, 
God has poured out his Spirit 
both in England and America; 
and neither denomination has 
been without rich tokens of his 
favor. ‘The same remarks may 
be extended to Presbyterian and 
Consociated churches. Whiist 
we enjoy that mode, which from 
education, convenience, or con- 
viction, we prefer, we ought 


28 








=—s— 





= 


Sas 


—- 


= 


- eee 














ee sca | : 















218 


cheerfully to accord the same 
hiberty to others. | 

These remarks are not de- 
signed to produce indifference on 
this subject; so far as the Scrip- 
tures are plain and explicit, we 
are bound to implicit conformity. 
But where any thing is left to our 
discretion, some weight may, in 
a prudential and religious view; 
be allowed to education, habit, 
and attachment. 

When a constitution, either of 
church or state is established, we 
ought not lightly to admit objec- 
tions against it. Trying experi- 
ments on such a subject, is nei- 
ther proper nor safe. I admit, 
that when important evils exist, 
we ought not to shut our eyes 
against them. When an ade- 
quate remedy can be clearly 
pointed out, and shown to be ap- 
plicable, without considerable in- 
convenience, to the case in ques- 
tion, it ought to be adopted. 
But it is a precept founded in 
sound prudence not to make im- 
portant changes in our situation, 
without strong, very strong rea- 
sons to belicve we can improve 
it. This precept applies with 
inereased force to public bodies. 

The great difficulty contem- 
plated in the communication to 
which — refer, is the want of a 
power fo discifiline ministers. I 
have always supposed, that they, 
like private Christians, are sub- 
yect to the discipline of the 
ehurehes with which they are 
connected. No other body is 
constituted or pointed out in the 
New Testamentforthis purpose. 
Ef thy brother offend against thee, 
tellit tothe church. Lhe precept 
is genera]. No exception is made 
in favor of ministers. In this 
sense 1t was understood by our 
sathers,and is now generally un- 
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derstood, in this commonwealth, 
Accordingly a minister has ney. 
er, to my knowledge, until ver 
lately, been ordained over , 
church, without first being join. 
ed as a member to that particalap 
church. And where is the in. 
propriety of a minister’s being 
amenable to the church with 
which he is connected? Have not 
they the best opportunity to judge 
both of his conduct, and of his 
principles; and to watch over him 
in the Lord? I never until with. 
in two years even dreamed, that 
my church was not competent, if 
there should be occasion, to ex. 
communicate me. Itis true that 
a minister, who should think 
himself to be excommunicated 
without just cause, would havea 
right to a council, provided any 
members of the church in regu- 
lar standing would apply for it. 
But what could such a council 
do? Could they force him back 
into the bosom of the church? 
No. The influence of churches 
over each other is merely an in- 
fluence of opinion and advice. 
They might give to the church 
such advice, as they thought 
proper; but if the church should 
not see reason to adopt it, the 
council could only express their 
disapprobation of the church's 
conduct, and receive the in- 
jured member to their own com- 
union, and recommend him to 
such other churches as might 
see fit to employ or receive him. 
The same remedy is in the power 
of any private Christian, as well 
as of a minister. 

Let this course of discipline be 
kept in view, and many of One- 
simus’ difficulties will at once 
vanish. A minister may be tried 
and excommunicated by his 
church without a council. i 
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churches gefierally wave this 
right, and seek the advice of a 
council, it is from modesty, and 
respect for the ministerial char- 
acter, not for want of power. 
Should a church be fully convin- 
ced of the necessity of excom- 
municating its pastor, it might 
with perfect propriety proceed 
to take that melancholy step. If 
the case were indubitably clear, 
there would be no call for a coun- 
cil. Ifa minister be thus ex- 
communicated, his ministerial 
character of course falls to the 
ground. If he be innocent, the 
burden of proof lies on himself. 
An equal division in a council 
called on the occasion cannot 
save him. He must obtain a re- 
sult positively in his favor. If 
the council approve the sentence 
of the church, he stands con- 
demned, not by the act of the 
council, but of the church. Or, 
if the church choose to take ad- 
vice before they pronounce sen- 
tence, still the sentence is their 
act, and not that of the council. 
Against this system, which I 
believe to be generally received, 
no Scripture authority can be 
produced. And our Lord has 
given a general direction to dis- 
cipline brethren, without making 
any exceptions. And what are 
the arguments against the rea- 
sonableness of this system? I 
know of only one; and perhaps 
that might as well be called an 
assertion, as an argument. “7 
constitute in office, and remove 
from office, are acts belonging to 
the same flower. That authority 
only which invests can divest. 
he creating is the annihilating 
power.” Where is the analogy 


cither in nature or religion, that 
‘Upports this principle? 


Many 
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persons have both a natural and 
moral power to destroy that, 
which they cannot create. The 
civil government of this com- 
monwealth may take away the 
life of a criminal, which they 
could never bestow. If the crim- 
inal happen to be a minister, is 
government obliged to wait for 
him to be deposed, before they 
order him to execution? 

Let us apply this analogy. 
Though the ministerial and 
Christian character are distinct, 
the former supposes the latter. 
No council or presbytery would 
undertake to ordain a man to the 
pastoral office, who was not a 
visible Christian in regular stand- 
ing. Of the Christian character 
every church is a competent 
judge. If this be forfeited by a 
minister, and declared to be soe 
by the church to which he be- 
longs, his ministerial character, 
a fortiori, fallsto the ground, as 
it would be destroyed by his ex- 
ecution. 

There appears to me, there- 
fore, to be no need of such a tri- 
bunal as Onesimus has proposed, 
excepting cases be found, in 
which the ministerial character 
is implicated, without affecting 
the person’s right to a Christian 
standing. Such cases are hardly 
supposable. 

There are without doubt in- 
conveniences attending the con- 
gregational method of disciplin- 
ing ministers; but not greater, 
than exist with respect to the 
discipline of lay brethren, Our 
churches are, to say the least, as 
deficient in the latter, as in the 
former. Might not an adequate 
remedy for the whole evil be 
found in a spirit of increasing 
piety and watchfulness ior the 
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honor of Christ and his religion? 
Without this, no remedy will 
prove effectual. 

It is said, that churches with 
their ministers become corrupt 
in doctrine, or in practice, and 
being independent, cannot be 
disciplined. So may presbyte- 
ries, consociations, and national 
ehurches. So did the boasted 
catholic church. Where was 
the remedy? Whence the re- 
formation? In silencing that 
ehurch? or in so exhibiting dl- 
vine truth, as to draw away her 
supporters? The fact is, that 
whatever be the forms of reli- 
gion, or of church government, 
religion itself must depend, un- 
der the Spirit of God, on the 
spirit of its professors. The 
most heretical and the most cor- 
tupt individuals and churches 
may for a time have a name to 
live. May we not apply the fol- 
lowing passage? Wot by might, 
mor by fower; but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord! 

In individual churches Christ 
has evidently established a gov- 
ernment. Let those who are en- 
trusted with its administration, 
realize the importance of being 
faithful. If churches may with 
propriety be independent, or 
bound together only by charity 
and opinion, if their influence 
over each other ought to be only 
advisory, as has been the prevail- 
ing Opinion in Massachusetts, 
then apostate churches must be 
viewed and treated as sectarian 
churches of greater extent. 
Some confusion may ensue ina 
neighborhood, as there has been 
coniusion among different sects 
and nations. But shall we look 
for the remedy of this evil ina 
spirit of coercion; in the estab- 
lishment of a tribunal, to which 


many serious, evangelical, anq 
eminent ministers and churches 
will not submit; in a tribunal, the 
establishment of which would 
create discord and division, and 
call into exercise unhallowed 
passions; or in the promotion of 
vital religion and holy zeal? 
Union and authority, whils 
exercised in a spirit of Christian 
love and meekness, are useful, 
‘They may retard the spread of 
error and corruption. But what 
shall secure those who possess 
authority from declension? Were 
not cardinals and popes the suce 
cessors of apostles and evangel- 
ists? And united power when 
once corrupted, will have greater 
influence in perpetuating error 
and corruption, than it can have 
in preserving truth and purity. 
Let Oncsimus, and let the pub- 
lic, candidly weigh these re- 
marks. If he still thinks, that 
the honor of Christ and the puri- 
ty of his religion calls for sucha 
tribunal, as has been proposed, 
let the subject be calmly and 
candidly discussed. I wish my- 
self, as well asthe Christian pfiub- 
lic, to lie open to conviction. But 
before we take so important 4 
step as that proposed, let us se- 
riously and prayerfully consider 
both the necessity, and the conse= 


guences, C, K. G, 


THE SPLENDID WEDDING, 


The principal part of a letter from the 
late Kev. ie Kuckminster in reply te 
a letter from Miss Elizabeth C— te 
one of his daughters, 


“In an accompaniment with one 
of your letters, I find a pictur- 
esque description of a fashionar 
ble ball in the neighborhood of 
Albany, given on account of the 
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Aches nests were many, the accom- 
al; the s,odations capacious, rendered 


would splendid and sublime by all that 
art and taste could devise. Fancy 
apd ornament combined their 
jowers to throw a lustre over 
the delighted attendants. Three 
undred silver candlesticks, and 
an infinite number of lamps, 
poured their light upon thirty 
mirrors, which faithfully reflect- 
ed what they received, in soften- 
ed brightness, through the seyv- 
eral apartments and their varie- 
gated scenery. The desserts 
were delicious, exhibited in a 
style of elegance and grandeur. 
The music and amusements were 
enchanting and _ transporting. 
This must have been a scene 
highly delightful to a man of the 
world, or to the daughter of 
worldly taste and pleasure. But, 
Betsey, I find it lasted but one 
short night; nay, it blushed to 
meet the rising sun, as if con- 
scious that the lamp of heaven 
wouldtarnish allits glory. The 
ladies retired at three; the gen- 
tlemen at five; probably they both 
yesolved to take their revenge 
upon the disturber of nightly 
pleasure by despising its charms, 
till they begin to be lost in the 
evening hemisphere. 

“The reading of this descrip- 
tion suggests to me the attempt 
to give a faint sketch of a mar- 
vlage festival, for which prepar- 
ation has long been making; and 
from time to time descriptions 
have been given of what is there 
to be exhibited. To this festival 
I have the honor to be invited as 
a guest, and am entrusted with 
authority to invite others. I have 
heard a little, and imagine more, 
of this transporting scene; but 


could I correctly paint both on 
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paper, the half would not be told 
you. 

“This festival is to be cele-. 
brated at a seat or palace, the 
length and the breadth of which 
are 12,000 furlongs; its height 
and stories proportionally elevat- 
ed. It stands upon a foundation 
of twelve different kinds of prec- 
ious stones of variegated hue, 
arranged with so much art, as to 
throw reciprocal and increasing 
lustre; all producing such a flood 
of splendor, as mocks the at- 
tempts of men or angels to des- 
cribe. To this palace there are 
twelve gates of entire pearl, nei- 
ther fractured nor divided. The 
flooring of the palace is of pure 
gold, as it were transparent glass. 
The ceiling is of jasper. The 
particular apartments, the hangs 
ings, the ornaments, I cannot 
pretend to describe to you; if 
they bear a customary increased 
proportion to the splender, rich- 
es, an elegance of the exterior, 
what, Betsey, must they be. O! 
let us be ambitious to go and 
behold. 

“Of the guests that are invit- 
ed, I can give you no exact ac- 
count, and a still more imperfect 
one of those who will accept. 
Of one particular circle, there 
were long ago 144,000, that had 
accepted the invitation. Among 
these were kings and queens, 
princes and princesses,noblemen 
and their daughters, priests and 
prophets. Since then, the num- 
ber of inviting servants has been 
ereatly increased, and they have 
been running with notes of ine 
vitation to more distant neigh- 
borhoods and _ families; and 
though they often meet with the 
accents, I fray thee have me ¢x- 
cused, through the indisposition, 
want of taste, trivial and foolish 
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engagements of those to whom 
they apply; yet, upon the safest 
ground, I can assure you there 
will be such a numerous col- 
lection a$ no man can number. 
Of the dress of the guests I 
cannot give you a full descrip- 
tion. Some few particulars have 
come to my knowledge. Their 
raiment is to be wrought gold 
with the most elegant and deli- 
cate needle work; and their gen- 
eral splendor will be as if they 
were clothed with the sun, and 
erowned with a crown of stars. 
But their principal glory, beauty, 
and excellence are within; in 
the sweetness of their disposi- 
tions, the elevation of their 
minds, the purity of their hearts, 
the entire perfection of their 
souls. They are all glorious. 
Not one worthless spectator will 
be watching to make unfriendly 
remarks; not one to render dis- 
tance and reserve necessary. 
The music of the occasion is to 
be all manner of instruments, 
softened by an infinite number 
of harmonious voices, so adjust- 
ed as to make one perfect whole. 
A song is already prepared, and 
the performers are practising 
upon it, in their several depart- 
ments, with reference to this 
festival. O! Betsey, O! Betsey, 
what will be the effect when 
they perform in full band. 

“The entertainments, and des- 
serts, I shall not even touch up- 
on: they will doubtless be in har- 
mony with the restof the exhi- 
bition. 

“But the principal object, the 
elory of the whole, is yet unnain- 
ed; this is the Bridegroom. Of 
him I dare not attempt a descrip- 
tion. I can only say, he is the 
chiefest among ten thousand and 
altogether lovely. Such incon- 
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ceivable light, lustre, and glam thé 
constantly emanate from his ¢ammili! 
vine person, that the exteng W 
palace needs no other light, ,gimrce 
most distant corner is illum pst 
ed with his rays. And, my d ree 
friend, there is this peculiar q,immmst 
cumstance to give an interest gimmmostt 
this festival, that every guest hg 
a share in the heart and affectigg 
of the glorious Bridegroom; ay 
all combined in one mysterio 
body will constitute the happ 
bride for whom all this glory j 
prepared. This festival, one 
begun, will never end, never 
tire; no rising or setting su 
will ever summon a dispersion, 
Pieasure more extatic and refin. 
ed will be continually springing 
up. The celestial Bridegroom 
will lead the partakers to living 
fountains of delight, and all occe 
sions of sorrow will for ever 
cease. 
“My friend, shall earthly fes. 
tivals and scenes of pleasure, 
which compared with this are 
but a glow-worm in the light of 
day, so interest our passions and 
engross our hearts, as_ to banish 
this from our thoughts, and hi- 
der our assiduous endeavors to 
be suitably attired and ornament: 
ed, that we may be hailed wel- 
come guests. I hope to receive 
this honor and happiness. There 
I hope to meet the name of — 
in all its branches.” 
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To the Editor of the Panoplist, 

SER, 
Ir you think the suggestion 
worthy a place in your interest- 
ing Magazine, I would call the 
attention of the religious public 
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ind pil the subject of a Naval and 
a his itary Bible Soctety. 

‘X tens We are now at war; and our 
ght, \mgrces are, perhaps, at least as 
lUminglmmestitute Of Bibles as those of 
my d reat Britian, where there iS 
liar cyimst such an establishment. 
Crest yimmmoston would bea good place for 
Vest hmmecinning such a Society, as it 
Fectiogimmms lately been a kind of rendez- 
Om; ayfmmmous forour navy. Shouid the 
terions siness be taken up, I beg that 
happpfimmmou will appropriate the small 
lory jg m inclosed {a five dollar bill} 
ly Onee paiding it; if not, that you will 
Never pply it to some other beneficial 
& sup urpose of the same kind, as your 
2I'sion, udgment may direct. 

refin. N. H. 1812. O 
aging The request of our Corres- 
0om Mmpondent shall be complied with. 
ving Ve apprehend that the Bible 
OCCy bocieties now existing can sup- 
ever oly our soldiers and sailors with 


Bibles, in cases where they 
vould be received with gratitude. 
We believe that some have been 
dispersed in this manner, and 
are certain that some have been 
given to the British prisoners of 
war stationed at Boston. How- 
ever, whether the proposed So- 
ciety is needed, the religious 
public will determine; and, if 
heeded, we doubt not it will be 
formed, Ep. 


HINTS TO MISSIONARIES. 


To the Editor of the Panoplist. 
$1R, 
Should the following hints be 


} . . 
thought useful, please to give them a 
Place in the Panoplist. 


Never was there a period when 
the friends of knowledge and re- 
ligion were more deeply engaged 
“anat present, Many, jn the 








dlints io Missionaries. 
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words of the prophet, ere run- 

ning to and fro, and knowledge is 

increasing. Yet there is room 

for other means, and more labor- 

ers, to be employed in producing 

the very great change which 

must be efiected before the mil- 

lennium. 

Many faithful instructors are 
needed, and great exertions are 
to be made, to train up the rising 
gencration, and prepare them to 
live and act es becomes them, in 
this most interesting state of the 
world. In the noble enterprise 
of fashioning the minds of chil- 
dren and youth, there is the 
greatest encouragement for mis¢ 
sionaries and moral instructors 
to engage with spirit and perse- 
verance. The mind of a childis 
highly susceptible of receiving a 
good or bad direction; and it:cal- 
culable and everlasting conse- 
quences may result from a few 
lessons of early instruction. 

In the business of education, 
it is of great importance to min- 
gle amusement and instruction. 
And every instructor, whether in 
learning, morals, or religion, 
should simplily and explain the 
subject under consideration, in 
such a manner that every child 
may understand it. 

Great improvements have been 
made, and doubtless still greater 
are yet to be made, in the mode 
of instruction. 

‘L he simple method of learning 
to write on slates, or on sand 
spread upon a flat surface, which 
has been principally confined to 
schools in large and populous 
towns, may be introduced to 
great advantage into small settle- 
ments and private families. In 
this manner, thousands of chil- 
dren may be taught to read and 
write at small expense. The 








B4 
; 
} 

a) 





224 Meeting of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. (ju, 


practice of sand-writing, indeed, 
seems peculiarly fitted for retir- 
€d neighborhoods. This prac- 
tice was introduced by Dr. Bell 
into England, from India, where 
it had been immemorially used; 
and has been subsequently adopt- 
ed by Mr. Lancaster with great 
SUCCESS. 

Boys of active minds may im- 
prove in geographical knowl- 
edge by laying out small plats of 
ground, in such a manner as to 
impress upon the memory the 
relative situation and size of con- 
tiguous states and empires. One 
portion might be appropriated to 
the United States, another to 
Europe, and different places 
might be indicated by planting 
different vegetables in the por- 
tions assigned to them respect- 
ively. Dividing lines, rivers, &c. 
might be represented by alleys, 
rows of vegetables, &c. Thus 
boys would “make amuscment 
and instruction friends.” 

Missionaries who are fixed at 
any place for a considerabic time 
are well fitted to superintend any 
such useful amusements. With- 
out degrading their character, or 
rendering themselves less ac- 


THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMIS 
SIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Tue annual meeting of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions was held at the house of Mr. Henry Hudson, 
Hartford, on Wednesday and Thursday the 16th and 17th days © 


September, 1812; 
Present, 


Gen. Jepip1an HuntTIncTon, 

Hon. Jonn ‘TREADWELL, Esq. LL.D. 
Rey. Josern Lyman, D.D. 

fey. ‘brmoruy Dwicut, DD. LL.D. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





ceptable to the people amo 
whom they labor, they Migh; 
thus do much towards intrody, 
ing new methods of instruciig, 

No faithful missionary yj 
think his work is done, when th 
labors of the pulpit are endeg 
He will remember that he shou 
Seed the lambs, as well as th 
sheefi of Christ’s flock. He wil 
therefore do all in his power 
prepare little children for hapyj. 
ness in life, andthe enjoyment of 
God in heaven. He will not only 
teach children, and pray with 
them and for them, but will leave 
suitable small books with them, 
and give out portions of Scrip. 
ture to be learnt by heart. He 
will lay a foundation for perma. 
nent usefulness by establishing 
well chosen libraries so connect 
ed with moral regulations as te 
render them sources of instruc: 
tion and barriers against vice. 

Should the writer be accused 
of being visionary in these hints, 
he can with confidence reply, 
that he has been an eye-wiiness 
of the good effects resulting from 
most of the plans and inyentious 
above hinted at. Q. 
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Rev. Samvuet Sprine, DD. 

Hon. Joun Hooker, Esq. 

Rey. Jepip1an Mokrssg, D.D. 
Rev. Catvin CHAPIN, 

Rev. SaMvEL Worcester, D.D.* 


The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Dwight. 

During the session the following gentlemen were unanimously 
elected members of the Board, viz. the Hon. Jouw Lanapon, Esq. 
and the Rev. Seta Payson, D.D. of New Hampshire, the Rev. 
Henry Davis, D.D. of Vermont, JEREm1au Evarts, Esq. of Mas- 
sachusetts, his Excellency Witt1aM Jonrs, Esq. of Rhode Island, 
the Hon. Joun Jay, Esq. LL. D., the Rev. Samuet Mitier, D.D. 
the Hon. Ecpert Benson, Esq. LL. D. and the Rev. ExripHater 
Notr, D.D. of New York, the Hon. Ex1ras Bouptnot, Esq. LL.D. 
and the Rev. James Ricuakps of New Jersey, and the Rev. ASHBEL 
Green, D.D. and Rogerr Ratsron, Esq. of Pennsylvania. 

The following gentlemen were elected officers of the Board; viz. 

The Hon. Jony Treapwett, Esq. Lu.D. President, 

Rev. SAMUEL Sprinc, D.D. Vice President. 
WitriaM Barrier, Esq. 
Rey. SAMUEL Sprino, D. D. Prudential 
Rev. Samuet Worcester, D.D. ( Committee. 
Jeremian Evarts, Esq. 
Rey. SamMuEL WorcestTeER, D.D. Corresponding Secretary. 
Rey. Carvin Cuapin, Recording Secretary. : 
Jeremian Evanrts, Esq. Zreasurer. 
SaMUEL H. Wa.LLey, Esq. Auditor. 

The Treasurer’s Accounts were exhibited. Mr. Goodale, the 
late Auditor, having remoyed to a distant part of the country, these 
accounts could not be audited before the meeting of the Board; 
but were referred to the present Auditor. 

The Rev. Dr. Morse, the Rev. Dr Worcester, and Mr. Evarts, 
were appointed a committee to prepare and publish an address to 
the public on behalt of the Board. 

Voted, That the Prudential Committee pay an immediate and 
particular attention to the circulation of the Holy Scriptures in 
the various languages of the unevangelized nations; and that, as 
soon as expedient, they expend upon this object as much at least 
of the funds of the Board as the Act of Incorporation requires. 

The report of the Prudential Committee was read and accepted. 
_The instructions of the Prudential Committee to the Missiona- 
ries, who lately sailed for India under the direction of the Board, 
were read and approved. 

Voted, That the Prudential Committee annually transmit a copy | 
of the report of the doings of this Board to the General Association 
of New Hampshire, the General Convention of Congregational and 


* His Honor WinuraMm Put Lips, Esq. and WiLL1aAM Barttet, Esq. 
were prevented attending the meeting. 
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the Presbyterian ministers in Vermont, the General Association of 
Massachusetts Proper,theGeneral Association of Connecticut,and the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, 

Voted, That the Treasurer be requested to return the thanks of 
this Board, as faras practicable, to all those who have heretofore 
contributed for the purposes of the institution. 

Voted, That the Hon. John Hooker, Esq. and the Rev. Dr, Ly. 
man be a committee to procure the printing, in the Irequois lap. 
guage, of such Christian writings as in their judgment may be 
expedient for the use of the Iroquois Indians; and that they distrib. 
ute them according to their discretion. 

Voted, That the Treasurer give bond to the Board for the faith. 
ful discharge of the duties of his office, in the sum of twenty thou. 
sand dollars, with sufficient sureties, to be approved by a major 

art of the Prudential Committee. 

Voted, That this Board will receive Mr. Eleazer Williams under 
their patronage, and support him in completing his education for 
the ministry; provided, he shall consent to submit himself to the 
direction of the Board. 

Voted, That the President of this Board, the Rev. Dr. Lyman, 
and the Rev. Mr. Chapin, be a committee to consider, and report 
upon, that part of the report of the Prudential Committee, which 
regards an intercourse between this Board and the Auxiliary For- 
eign Mission Societies. 

The Editor of the Panoplist, made a written proposition to the 
Board to the following effect;—That all the profits of that publica- 
tion, after a reasonable allowance for his services as Editor shall 
have been deducted, be devoted to the promotion of the missionary 
eause under the direction of this Board; and that the amount of 
such reasonable allowance be fixed, at the close of each volume, by 
a committee mutually agreed upon between himself and the Board. 
This arrangement to commence with the next volume,* should the 
work be continued as usual. 

To prevent misconception, it was expressly stated, that the Edi- 
tor did not wish to have such an arrangement considered as an ap- 
probation of the Panoplist on the part of the Board, or as connecting 
the Board in any manner with that work; but simply as a method 
mutually agreed upon to find what are the real profits of the publi- 
cation. ; 

It was also stated, that it shall always be in the power of the 
Committee to designate the specific objects to which said profits 
shall be applied, and which shall always be such as said committee 
shall judge to be pecuiiariy important to the missionary causes 

The foregoing proposition was accepted, and the following gem 
tlemen were mutually agreed upon as the Committee; viz. the 
Rev. Joshua Huntington of Boston, the Rev. John Codman of Dor- 
chester, Dr. Reuben D. Mussey of Salem, Henry Gray, Esq: of 


* 4 similar arrangement exists with respect to the current volume; though 
the Board,not being in session when it was formed, could not be made a party 
to- ite 
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Boston, and the Rev. Moses Stuart, Professor in the Theological 
Seminary at Andover. : 

Voted, That the Treasurer loan or invest the money in the 
Treasury, or such part of it as may be judged expedient, with the 
concurrence and under the direction of the Prudential Committee. 
Voted, That the next annual meeting of the Board be held at 
Concert Hall in Boston, on the third Wednesday of September, 
1813, at 10 o’clock, A.M. 

The Rev. President Dwight was appointed to preach on the oc 
easion; and the Rev. Mr. Chapin was appoiuted his substitute. 

Voted, That the President and the Recording Secretary present 
the thanks of this Board to Mr. Henry Hudson tor the proof of his 
regard to the cause of Foreign Missions, manifested by the very 
hospitable and generous manner in which he has provided for the 
members during the present session. 

The session was closed with prayer by the Vice President. 


The foregoing account of the proceedings of the Board was, ia 
consequence of their direction, compiled by the Prudential Come 
mittee from the minutes of the Recording Secretary. 

The Rey. Dr. Strong of Hartford waited on the Board, the first 
day of the session, and politely committed to their disposal more 
than six hundred dollars, subscribed on papers issued by him, for 
the encouragement of the Eastern Translations. The exact sum 
will be published among the donations, when remitted. 


THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE OF 
THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISe 


SIONS. 


Wiru high sensibility, and with lively gratitude to the Redeemer 
and King of Zion, the Prudential Committee of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions meet their Breth- 
ren on the present occasion, and make their annual Report. 

_ The purposes of the Board, distinctly expressed at the last meet- 
ing, it has been the desire, and endeavor of the Committee to 
carry into effect as early, and to as great an extent, as practicable. 
As soon as convenient, an address to the public on the subject of 
missions to the heathen was prepared and printed, and care was tak- 
en to giv eit an extensive and efficacious circulation. In the separate 
sheet, and inthe Paneplist and Missionary Magazine, it has found 
access to the different parts of our country; and there is reason to 
believe that its effect, in exciting attention to its great object, and 
in awakening and spreading the missionary spirit, has been very 
considerable. The Committee, however, could not entirely rely 
on the address, or any other means which had been put in opera- 
tion, for the immediate and permanent supply of funds requisite 
to answer their wishes and those of the Board, Four missionaries 
were waiting, and had long been waiting, with a degree of impa- 
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tience, to be sent out with the everlasting Gospel to the perishjp 
millions of the East; and the Committee were earnestly desiroy 
to relieve their impatience, and to embrace the earliest opporty. 
nity for conveying them to the destined field of their labors. By 
for this purpose thousands of dollars were wanting. 

When contemplating possible ways and means, no plan present. 
ed itself to the Committee as more eligible, than to institute in the 
principal towns in New Engiand and in other states, as far ag 
practicable, societies auxiliary to this Board, and whose special 
business should be to aid in procuring funds. This plan, it was 
hoped, would bring immediate help in the existing exigency, 
combine extensively the influences of the friends of missions, give 
increase and efficiency to the missionary spirit, and open durable 
sources of supply to the treasury. The plan was adopted early in 
the winter. Mr. John Frost, a licentiate preacher, in whom the 
Committee had great confidence, was appointed an agent, and 
invested with a commission to assist in car rying it into execution; 
and the success has exceeded the most sanguine expectations, 
About twenty societies have been formed; more than four thou. 
sand dojiars have been remitted from them to the treasury; and the 
annual subscriptions in them, though they cannot be accurately es. 
timated at present, amount to a very considerable sum. These 
societies cannot but be regarded as vastly important to the general 
concern, and as claiming very particular attention; and the Con- 
mittee would respectfully submit, whether some measures should 
not be adopted to extend, to animate, and to strengthen them; and 
to establish between tuem and this Board a regular and permanent 
intercourse. 

Though the Committee were very desirous to be in a state of pre- 
paration to send out the waiting missionaries by the first conveyance; 
yet, such were the commercial embarrassments, but little expec- 
tation was entertained, that a conveyance would soon occur. But He 
who has the times and the seasons in his hands, and whose, espec- 
jally, isthe missionary cause, knew the day and the hour. Jn the 
Jatter part of January, Messrs. Newell and Hall, the two missiona- 
ry brethren, who had resided for some time at Philadelphia on ac- 
count of the medical udvantages there enjoyed, returned in haste 
with the Intelligence, that a ship called the Harmony was shortly 
to sail from that port for Calcutta, and would afford accommodations 
for the missiouaries. This return was by the particular advice of 
Robert Ralston, Esq. a naine well known, and greatly endeared to 
the friends of missions, in Europe and India, as well as in this coun- 
tiy; and trom him they brought a letter presenting the opportunity 
in a very faverabie light, and kindly offering assurances of his at- 
tention and aid. The Committee immediately met, and the mo- 
ment Was an Iniportautone. The Harmony was to sail in about 4 
fornight; if that opportunity were not embraced, it could not be 
foreseen when anoth.r wouid occur; but the funds then at the 
disposal of tue Commilitee did not excced twelve hundred dollars. 
Aiter serious dejiberation, however, the Committee were impress” 
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d with the persuasion that divine Providence called for an imme- 
‘ate and great effort; and they resolved to send out the four mis- 
sionaries by the Harmony, and took their measures accordingly. 

It was on Monday the 27th of January that this resolution was 
taken. The ordination of the missionaries was appoinied to be on 
the Thursday of the next week; the latest day, which would leave 
time for them to get on to Philadelphia in season. Notice was 
immediately given to the friends of the mission in the vicinity, and 
means were put in operation with all possible activity, amd to as 
great an extent as the limited time would allow, for raising the 
requisite funds. 

Inthe mean time, Mr. Luther Rice, a licentiate preacher from 
the Theological Institution at Andover, whose heart had jong been 
engaged in the missionary cause, but who had been restrained from 
offering himself to the Board by particular circumstances, present- 
ed himself to the Committee with good recommendations, and with 
an earnest desire to join the mission. The case was a very trying 
one. The Committee were not invested with full powers to admit 
missionaries, and they still felt a very heavy embarrassment from the 
wantof funds. In view of all the circumstances, however, they did 
notdare to reyect Mr. Rice; and they came to the concjusion to 
assume the responsibility, and admit him as a missionary to be or- 
dained with the four other brethren, and sent out with them. 
This responsibility still rests upon the Committee. But with the 
pleasing consciousness that they acted in the case under an impres- 
sive sense of duty, and with a sacred view to advance the great de- 
sign of this Board, they cheerfully submit themselves to the 
inquiry and to the judgment of their brethren. 

While the preparations were making, it came to the knowledge 
of the Committtee, that the brigantine Caravan, of Salem, was to 
sail for Calcutta In a few days,and could carry out three or four 
passengers; and, after attention to the subject, it was deemed advis- 
able, that two of the missionaries with their wives should take pas- 
sage in that vesse]. This lessened the general risk, and was attend- 
ed with several advantages. 

According to appointment, on the sixth of February the mission- 
aries were ordained, at the Tabernacle in Salem. A season of 
more impressive solemnity has scarcely been witnessed in our 
country. ‘The sight of five young men of highly respectable tal- 
ents and attainments, and who might reasonably have promised 
themselves very eligible situations in our churches, forsaking 
parents, and friends, and country, and every alluring earthly pros- 
pect, and devoting themselves to the privations, hardships, and 
perils of a mission for life to a peonle sitting in darkness, and in the 
region and shadow of death, ina far distant and unpropitious clime, 
could not fail deeply to affect every heart, not utterly destitute of 
feeling. Nor less affecting were the views, which the whole scene 
was Calculated to impress, of the deplorable condition of the pagan 
World, of the riches of divine grace displayed in the Gospel, and of 
the obligations on all, on whom this grace Is conferred, to use theiy 
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utmost enfleavors in making the Gospel universally known. God 
was manifestly present; a crowded and attentive assembly testified 
with many tears, the deep interest which they felt in the occasion, 
and not a few-remember the scene with feryent gratitude, and can 
say, it was good to be there. 

After the public solemnities, arrangements for the departure of 
the missionaries were made with all possible despatch; and, on the 
evening of the same day, brethren Nott, Hall, and Rice, took their 
leave in haste, that they might not fal: of arriving at Philadelphia, 
in season for taking their passage inthe Harmony. Those who 
remained were expected to sail early in the next week. Circum. 
stances occurred, however, by which both the vessels were detain- 
ed for several days; and it was not until the 19th of February that 
brethren Judson and Newell with their wives sailed in the Caravan 
from Salem, and about the same time brethren Nott, Hall, and 
Rice, with the wife of Mr. Nott, and several missionaries from 
England, left the Delaware in the Harmony. 

The delay of the vessels was highly auspicious: and the Come 
mittee would do violence to their feelings, and be greatiy wanting 
in attention tothe subject for high thankfulness to God, shouid they 
refrain from expressing the deep impression which they have felt 
of his particular providence in the whole business of preparing aad 
sending out the mission. When the resolution was taken to em- 
brace the opportunity by the Harmony, the utmost which the Com- 
mittee expected to be able (o do was, to fit out the four missiona- 
ries then engaged without their wives; or, if their wives should go, 
to advance to them only a haif year’s, instead of a whote year’s, 
salary; or else to retain only two of them in the empioy ment of 
this Board, and resign the other two to the London Missionary 
Society. Probably, indeed, the resolution couid not have been 
taken at all, but for the commission which had been obtained from 
that Society. For the Committce cast themseives upon divine 
Providence in the case, with the alternative distinctly in view, that 
should they fail of seasonably obtaining the funds to enable them to 
send out the missionaries in the employment of this Board, they 
could, in the last resort, let them go under the London commission. 
Having this alternative, they ventured upon a measure, which 
otherwise, (so doubtful was the prospect of obtaining the pecunia- 
ry means,) they probably would haye judged presumptuous. And 
they acted upon the same principle, when they added Mr. Rice to 
the mission. Nor was it until after the soleminities of the ordina- 
tion, that they felt themselves warranted decisively to resolve on 
sending all the missionaries in the service, and at the expense, of 
this Board; and even then their expectations extended no further, 
than to an advance for cach missionaryof a half year’s salary. But the 
Lord made it to be remembered that the silver and the gold are his. 
The hearts of the people were wonderfully opened; money flowed 
in from all quarters; and by the time that the Caravan sailed the 
Committce were able to meet all the expenses of fitting out the 


missionaries, and to advance for each of them a whole year’s salary, 
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In addition to this, collections were made at Philadelphia, during 
the same interval of delay, and delivered to the brethren aho sail- 
ed from that port, to such an amount as to make the whole which 
was paid to the missionaries in advance equal to their stipulated 
salary for a year and a quarter nearly This deserves very grate- 
ful notice; for had our brethren been sent out, as it was expected 
they must be, with provision only for six months, such is the ob- 
structed state of commercial intercourse and the uncertainty of 
making remittances to India, that not only the Committee and this 
whole Board, but the friends of the mission generally, must have 
been distressed with apprehensions of the sufferings to which, for 
want of the means of support, they might have been exposed. 
GoD WILL rRoviIDE; God did firovide. Within about three weeksy 
reckoning froin the commencement of the special arrangementsy 
more than six thousand doijlars were collected for the mission. Sey- 
eral societies and inanyindividuals shewed a liberality, which entitles 
them to the very grateful acknowledgements of,this Board, and 
of all the feiends of the Redeemer’s cause; and which, it is devoeut- 
ly o be hoped, will be a precious memorial of them, im his kingdom 
forever. While contemplating the providence of God in these 
transactions at large, it should not be overlooked that had notiour 
brethren been sent out at the very time they were, as no opportu- 
nities have since occurred, and as none are now likely soon to oc- 
cur, the mission niust have been delayed for a long time, and per- 
haps even ull the close of the present deplorable war. 

Since their departure, no intelligence has been received from the 
missionaries. As they were commended to the grace of God, with 
many prayers and tears, they will not cease to be so commended; 
and to Hin under whose signal auspices they went out, and whose 
own giory ils the ultimate object of all sincere attempts to spread 
the Gospel and to save the heathen, the whole disposal of the mis- 
sion may be safely referred. And it becomes all who feel an inter- 
est in it, to hold themselves prepared devoutiy to bless his name, 
whether he crown it with success answerabie to their Hepes, or in 
his inscrutabie wisdom disappoint their expectations, and make it 
a subject of severe trial to their faith. 

The instructions given to the missionaries were necessarily drawn 
Up in great haste; but they wiil be submitted, with leave, to the 
consideration and for the revision of the Board. . 

Under the direction of the Committee, Messrs. Richards and 
Warren, who were accepted by the Board at the last annual meets 
‘ig, have been favered with advantages of medical instruction in the 
intervals allowed by the ‘Theological Institution of which they are 
members; both of them at Dartmouth College the last autumn, and 
one of them since with Doctor Miiler of Franklin, and the other 
with Dr. Mussey of Salem. And the particular thanks of this 
Board are due to the gentlemen Professors of the Medical Institu- 
fon at Dartmouth, and the two physicians who afforded their pri- 
vate Instructions, for their ready liberality. ‘The two brethren hold 
themseives still at the direction of this Board, with a readiness of 
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. mind to-enter into active service, as soon as Providence shall open 


the door for the purpose. 

Mr. Eleazer Williams, the Indian youth proposed for an Indian 
mission, and who is in a course of education for this purpose, partly 
at the expense of this Board, made a visit in the course of the Jas, 
winter to his tribe, a journal of which has been seen by the Com. 
mittee. It is an excellent journal; affords great evidence of the 
piety and good sense of Mr. Williams; and details some facts highly 
favorable to his reception among his red brethren, when the time 
shall come for him to be sent to them. When that time will come 
is known only to Him, who has all events under his sovereign 
direction. At present the prospect regarding the contemplated 
mission to the Caghnawaga Indians, and that regarding our mis. 
sions to the East, are darkened by the war; but this darkness may 
be dissipated, and brighter scenes open, than men can foresee. 

For reasons, which will be obvious to this Board, it was judged 
advisable to apply to the Legislature of Massachusetts for an act 
enduing the Board with corporate powers and privileges. An 
application was accordingly made, which ultimately succeeded, 
The act will be submitted to the consideration of the Board. 

On a review, the Committee are persuaded that their brethren, 
as well as themselves, will recognize many precious reasons of 
thankfulness to God; many impressive tokens of his gracious re. 
gard to our great design; many signal encouragements to presecute 
the design with renewed and increased devotedness and activity, 
The war may embarrass our operations, but should not restrain our 
efforts. Ifthe sure word of prophecy warns us of perils and ca 
lamities, of distress of nations with frerplerity; it gives us assur 
ance also that in these troublous times, the Gospel shall be exten: 
sively propagated, and that in overturning, and overturning, and 
overturning, the Lord is making way for the establishment in all 
the earth of that kingdom which cannot be shaken. Jf the par of 
vengeance is in his heart, the rEAR of his redeemed is come. Great 
Britain, while sustaining a conflict unexampled in the history of the 
world, is displaying a liberality, a zeal, and a spirit of enterprise, 
for imparting the word of life and the blessings of salvatio:. to ill 
people, to enemies as well as to friends, not less strikingly unex- 
ampled. And in this glorious work, so far trom being checked by 
any pressure of burdens or difficulties, she continues without re- 
mission, and abounds more and more. By her admirable example; 
America shoujJd be provoked to emulation. Under no circun- 
stances shuuld we faint or be discouraged; but, trusting in God in 
whose cause we are engzged, if difficulties present themselves, ou! 
zeal should rise, and our efforts be augmented. The word is sure; 
He who reigns on the holy hill of Zion shall have the heathen for 
his inheritance, and the uttermosi farts of the earth for his frossessio”. 
We hail him Lorp oF Lokpbs, anv Kin@ OF KINGS; we rcjvice I 
the opening prospects of his kingdom; and to be instrumental 
extending his dominion, and the blessings of his salyation, will b¢ 
our highest glory. 
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Instructions, given by the Prudential Committee of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, to the Missionaries 
io the East, Feb, 7; 1812. 


“To the Rev. Adoniram Judson, Samuel Nott, Samuel Newell, Gordon Hall, 
and Luther Rice, Missionaries to the East, under the American Board 


of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


“VERY DEAR BRETHREN, 
Asin divine Providence we are specially charged with the weighty 
care of the Mission in which you are engaged, it devolves on us, 
as a sacred duty, to give some instructions for your observance. 
These instructions, owing to a pressure of circumstances, and the 
want of certainty in regard to some important points relating to 
the mission, will doubtless be more imperfect than otherwise they 
might have been; and it will rest with us, or with our successors 
inthis care, hereafter to make them more complete. 

«1. Your first concern, dear Brethren, must be fersonal. As you 
have given yourselves to the service of Godin the Gospel of His 
Son among the Gentiles, it will be of the utmost importance, not 
only that you be sincere and without offence, but also that your 
hearts be kept constantly burning with love to God, to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to the souls of men. In order to this, you will 
be much in the exercises of devotion; in reading, meditation, and | 
prayer; you will be religiously observant of all the precepts, ordi- 
nances, and instructions of the Gospel; and you will exercise your- 
selves to have always consciences void of offence, both towards God, 
and towardsmen. Keef under your badies,and bring them into sub- 
jection. Keep your hearts with all diligence. Live by faith in 
Christ Jesus. Walk before God and be perfect. 

“2. Have fervent charity among yourselves. Let there be no 
strife among you, which of you shall be accounted the greatest: but 
he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that 
is chiefyas he that doth serve. Ye have one Master, even Christ; 
andallye are brethren. Be watchful over one another, zz the sfirzé 
of meekness; and firovoke one another only to love and good works. 

“3. The Christian Missionaries of every Protestant denomina- 
tion, sent from Europe to the East, you will regard as your breth- 
ren; the servants of the same Master, and engaged in the same 
work with yourselves. With them your only competition will be, 
who shall display most of the spirit, and do most for the honor of 
Christ; with them you will be ready to cultivate the best under- 
standing, and to reciprocate every Christian and friendly office; and 
with them you will cheerfully co-operate, as far as consistently you 
can, in any measure for the advancement of the common Cate. 
However it may be with others, let it never, dear Brethren, be 
your fault, if among the converts to Christianity in the East, every 
ene shall say, Lam of Paul,and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I 
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of Christ; but remembetj that there zs one body, and one Spirit, 
even as believers are all calledin one hopfie of their calling: one Lord, 
one faith, one bafitism, one God and Father of all, whois above all, 
and through all, andin them all. 

“4, Wherever your lot may be cast, you will withhold yourselves 
most scrupulously from all interference with the powers that be; 
and from all intermeddling with political concerns. You will sa- 
credly remember who has said, Render unto Cesar the things that 
are Cesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s. Render unte 
all, therefore, their dues: tribute, to whom tribute is due; custom, to 
whom custom; fear; to whom fear; honor, to whom honor. Submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake. 

“5, As much as in you lies live peaceably with all men. You go, 
dear Brethren, as the messengers of love, of peace, of salvation, to 
people whose opinions and customs, habits and manners, are widely 
different from those, to which you have been used; and it will not 
only comport with the spirit of your mission, but be essential to its 
success, that, as far as you can, you coneiliate their affection, their 
esteem, and their respect. You will, therefore, make it your care 
to preserve yourselves from all fastidiousness of feeling, and of de- 
portment;.to avoid every occasion of unnecessary offence, or disgust 
fo those among whom you may sojourn; and in regard to all matters 
of indifference, or in which conscience is not concerned, to make 
yourselves easy and agreeable tothem. In this, as well as in most 
ether things, you will do well to hold in view the example of Paul, 
the firstand most distinguished missionary to the heathen; who, 
though he was free from all, yet made himself servant unto all, that 
he might gain the more; and became all things to ail men, that by ali 
means he might gain some. When you behold the superstitions 
and abominations of the heathen, your sfzrits, indeed, will be stirred 
an you, and you will be very jealous for your God and Savior. But 
even then, you will take heed that your zeal be according to knowl- 
edgc, and tempered with the meekness of wisdom. In all things, 
it will behove you, dear Brethren, to be harmless and blameless, the 
children of God without rebuke; to show to the Gentiles the excellent 
character of the religion of the Gospel, and to let them see in you a 
living example of whatsoever things are true,of whatsoever things are 
honest, of whatsoever things are just, of whatssever things are flure, 
of whatsoever things are lovely, of whatsoever things are of good 
reperi. 

“6. From the best views, which we have been able to obtain, our 
present desire is, that the seat of this Mission should be in some 
part of the empire of Birmah. After your arrival in India, however, 
you will make it an object to avail yourselves of information relat- 
ing: to that empire, and also relating to other parts of the East; and 
after due deliberation, you will be at your discretion, as to the place 
where to make your stauon. It will also in a similar manner, rest 
with you to determine, whether the great object of the mission will 

probably be best promoted, by your residing together in one place; 
er by occupying separate stations. In regard to those very im- 
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ortant points, however, it is expected that you will act with una- 
nimity; certainly, that you act only with a due regard each to the 
yiews and feelings of the rest, to our known desire and expectation, 
and to the essential interests of the Mission. 

“You will perceive, dear Brethren, the very urgent importance 
of observing strict economy, in regard both to your time and ex- 

enditures. You will therefore make it your care to get to the 
field, or fields, of your labors, as soon and with as little expense as 
possible. 

“7, For yourselves and for the object of the mission, it will be 
important that you adopt, as early as possibie, some plan of polity, 
or social order. The office of presiding in your little community 
should, for very obvious reasons, we think, be held in rotation. You 
will have a treasurer, and a secretary or clerk, that your financial 
concerns may be conducted, and the records of your proceedings 
kept, with regularity and correctness. The rules and regulations 
which you adopt, you will transmit to us for our consideration. Of 
the journals of the mission, also, to which you will pay very partic- 
ular attention, and in which you will regularly note whatever mary 
be interesting to you, or to us, you will,as often as convenient, 
transmit to us copies. 

“8, No time should be lost in forming yourselves into a church, 
according to the order divinely prescribed,that you may attend in due 
form upon the worship and ordinances of Christ’s house. This 
will be of great importance, both to yourselves, and to the people 
among whom you dwell. The ordinance of the Lord’s supper 
should be administered, we think, as often at least, as once 12 
every month; and you will freely reciprocate the privilege of com- 
municating in this ordinance with ether Christians in regular 
church standing. 

“In all places, and especially ameng people superstitiously ob- 
servant of their own sacred times and seasons, a very exemplary 
observance of the Sabbath is of the very first importance to Chris- 
tianity. This, dear brethren, you cannot too deeply feel; and it wil! 
be your care that Pagans shall not have occasion to say, or to think, 
that Christians have no reverence for the ordinances of their God. 
It is by their eyes, not less than by their ears, that you are to gain 
access to their hearts. In regard, also, to the time of beginning 
the Sabbath, you will perceive it to be not of little consequence, 
that you be conscientiously agreed. 

“9th. The great object of your Mission is to impart to those 
who sit in darkness, and in the region and shadow of death, the 
saving knowledge of Christ. In order to this it will be a matter of 
primary attention to make yourselves acquainted with the language 
of the people, with whom you are to converse, and to whom you 
are to preach. You will not, however, neglect any opportunity or 
means of doing them good, even before you can use their language; 
but you will give yourselves wholly to your work, and use all care 
that you run not in vain, neither labor in vain. ‘The deplorable ig- 
morance of the poor heathen will constantly be in your minds, and 
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dceply affect your hearts. To them you are to make known the 
words by which they and their childrer may be saved. Tothem you 
are to teach, not the commandments, or the dogmas of men; but the 
pure doctrines of the Gospel, drawn directly from the Scriptures 
oftruth. You will most religiously beware of that philosopAy, and 
vain deceit, which ts after the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
ef the world, and not after Christ; and avoid questions and strifes of 
words, whereof come envy, strife, revilings, evil surmises, and per- 
verse disfiutings of men of corrupt minds. 

“In teaching the Gentiles it will be your business, not vehement- 
ly to declaim against their superstitions, but in the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ, to bring them as directly as possible to the 
knowledge of divine truth. It is the truth, THE TRUTH AS IT IS IN 
Jesus, which is mighty through God to the fiulling down of strong 
holds, casting down imaginations, and every high thing, which exalt- 
eth itself against the knowledge of God; and bringing every thought 
into captivity to the obedience of Christ. So far as the truth has 
access, so as to produce its effect, the errors, and superstitions, and 
vices of Paganism will fall of course. You will beware of the rock 
on which Missionaries have too often split; and not at once advance 
upon the uninstructed with things beyond their power to under- 
stand. Beginning with the first hrinciples of the doctrine of Christ, 
you will pruned in your instructions gradually, with patience and 
wisdom; feeding the people with milk, until they have strength to 
bear meat. And for their good unto salvation, it wiil be your de- 
light, as it will be your duty, to be izsfant in season, and out of sea- 
son; to be their seri vants for Jesus’ sake, and to spend and be spent. 

“10. If God in his infinite grace, prosper your labors, and give 
you the happiness to see converts to the truth, you will proceed in 
regard to them, at once with charity and with caution. You will 
ullow sufficient time for trial, and for the reality of conversion to be 
attested by its fruits; that, as faras possible, the scandal of apostasy 
may be prevented. You will admit none as members of the church 
of Christ, but such as give credible evidence that they are true be- 
jievers; and none to the ordinance of baptism, but credible believers 
and their households. The discipline of Christ’s house, you will 
charitably and faithfully observe. 

“yi. As in Christian lands, so in all lands, the hope of the church 
is principally from the rising generation. Youth and children, 
therefore, will be objects of your very particular solicitude and at- 
tention; and no pains will be spared either by yourselves, or by our 
dear sisters, your wives, for their Christian education. 

“12. It will be your desire, as it is ours, to lighten as much as 
possible the expenses of the Mission; that by the pious liberalities 
of this country, your establishment may be enlarged, and other mis- 
sions sup ported. So far, therefore, as you can consistently with 
your missionary dutics, you will apply yourselves to the most eligi- 
ble ways and means of procuring a support for yourselves and fam- 
ilics, agreeably to the example of European missionaries and even 
of the apostles 
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“Dearly beloved Brethren, 

You cannot but be sensible of the vast responsibility under 
which you are to act. You are made a spectacle to God, to angels, 
and to men. The eyes of the friends, and of the enemies of Christ 
and his cause will be upon you. You are the objects of the prayers, 
and of the hopes, and of the liberalities of many. On your con- 
duct in your mission, incalculable consequences, both to the Chris- 
tian and to the Pagan world are depending. Be strong in the Lord 
and be farthful. Count not even your lives dear unto yourselves, so 
that you may finish your course with joy, and the ministry which you 
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace 
of God. With fervent prayers fcr your safety, your welfare, and 
your success, we commend you, dear brethren, to God, and to the 
word ot his grace. 

Atrue Copy from the Records of the Prudential Committee. 
Attest. SAMUEL WORCESTER, 
Saiem, Feb. 7, 1812. Clerk of the Prudential Com. 


PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS OF THE BOARD. 


Tie American Board of Commissioners, in account current with their Prudential 
Committee, Dr, 


To cash paid out during the year which preceded the annual meeting in 
September 1811, (there being no Treasurer, ) for the foliowing purposes, viz. 
Expenses of Mr. Judson’s voyage to England, in the 


winter of 1811, $409,235 
Travelling expenses of the members of the Board, in 
attending the annual meeting, 193,75 
Expenses of entertainment during the meeting, i7,80 
Travelling expenses of Messrs. Judson and Nott, in at- 
fending the annual meeting, 25,00 —— 555,88 
To balance since accounted for to the Treasurer. 845,64 
$1,399,52 
Contra Cr. 
By cash received as donations to the Board, befvure 
Sept. 18, 1811, $1,575,96 
By interest on a donation to the permanent fund, 1,29 
Sy a premium of 5 per cent on a bill of exchange for $267,22———13,56 


$1,399,52 
N.B. For the particulars of the uoove sum of $1,375,°6, see the Pano- 
plist for Aug. last, where they are published at large. 





Lhe American Board of Commissioners, in aecount current with Seremiah 
Evarts, their Treasurer, Dr. 


_ To cash paid in conformity to orders, from No.1. to No 22, inclusive, 
signed by the clerk of the Prudential Committee, between the annual meetin 


m —_—n and the passing of the Act of Incorporation, June 20, 1812, 
V1Z. 10P, | 
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Expenses incurred in the prosecution of the objects 
ofthe Board, $9,327,04 
Payment of money borowed, 360,00 ——9, 687,94 
To losses by counterfeit money received in donations, 12,33 
9,699, 37 
To balance carried to new account, 4,091, 63 
LL 
H15,791'(4 
Contra Cr. 
By cash remaining in the hands of the Prudential Com- 
mittee, at the annual meeting in 1811, and since account- 
ed for to the Treasurer $843, 64 
By cash borrowed by the Prudential Committee in 
Feb. 1812, 360,09 
By cash received in donations between the annual 
meeting in Sept. 1811, and June 20, 1812, viz. 
From individuals, as by Statement A, $6,886,76 
From Foreign Mission Societies, as by Statement B, 3,658,23 
From other Charitable Societies, as by Statement C, 167,7% 
Aggregate of contributions in ecclesiastical societies, 
churches, and congregations, as by Statement D, 1,674,60—12,587,3 
$13,791,00 


N. B. As all the donations embraced in the above mentioned statements 
have been minutely published in the Panoplist, it is unnecessary to republish 
them here. It is expected that the annual accounts will in future be made 
up to June 20, inclusive, which will be the anniversary of the Act of Incor: 
poration; and the state of the Treasury, at the time of the annual meeting, 
will be ascertained by a supplementary account like the following. 


The Board, in account with the Treasurer, Dr. 


To cash paid in conformity to orders Nos. 23 and 24, 
signed by the clerk of the Prudential Committee, be- 


tween June 21, and Aug. 3], 1812, $211,31 
To a counterfeit bill received in a donation, 8.00 
To balance carried to new account, 5,252.46 
$9,471,77 
Contra Cr, 
By balance brought to new account, $4,091,65 
By cash received as interest on a part of the permanent 
fund, 14,10 
By cash in donations received between June 20, and 
Aug. 31, viz. 
From individuals, 558,16 
From Foreign Mission Societies, 620,00 
From other charitable Societies, 75,38 
Contributions from churches and congregations, 12,50—-1,366,04 
$5,471,77 
The amount of donations in the account, which was 
closed June 20, 1812, is, $12, 587,36 
———= in the account which was closed Aug. 31, 1,366,04 
—_—— 
$13,253,40 








Ti 


ws 7 
Cy & 


fcani 


~~ 
o 


nal sr-TClhTreSe—hlCcrlrrTlC<C ae (sé o> 


181% Pecuniary Accounts of the Board, 239 


All these donations have been published at large, as the reader will see 
py turning to the following pages; viz. 


The Panoplist fur November, 1811, p. 288, contains, $22,20 
_~--—— December, p, 336, . - : - - 57,75 
_—-—February, 18:2, p. 450, . + . - - 6,518.35 

Do. Permanent Fund, . “ - - 296,00 

——— March, p. 478, Pas - . 2,184,78 
——April, p. 528, - ‘ - 965,74 
— May, p- 572, - . . 1,798,55 
———June, p. 46, ~ . . 1,379,15 
——July, p. 103, - : - 692,38 
~———September, p. 192, - * . 133,50 
§15,953,04 


A STATEMENT OF THE EXPENDITURES OF THE BOARD IN WHICH THE 
DIFFERENT KINDS OF EXPENSE ARE CLASSED TOGETHER. 


Tue payment of the sums here specified was authorized by orders of the 
Prudential Committee from No. 1 to No. 22, inclusive. It was thought pre- 
ferable to publish the expenses in this way, rather than to give the accounts 
at large under their several dates, as the reader may now see at one glance 
the amount expended for each particular object. 

The remainder due on the expenses of Mr. Judson’s 
voyage to Europe $118 00 

Expense of journies in January and February, 1812, pre- 
paratory to the embarkation of the missionaries, viz. 














of Mr. Nott and his wife. $92 62 
—— of Mr. Newell 46 17 
of Mr. Rice 50 50 
of Mr. Hall 86 00—275 29—393 29 
Outfit of Mr. Judson 339 01 
— of Mr. Nott 341 63 
— of Mr. Newell 312 34 
— of Mr. Rice 381 52 


_—— of Mr. Hall, (including a considerable sum for sur- 
gical instrumen:s, medicines, &c. the exact amountof which 
cannot be ascertained) 476 25—1,850 75 





Expense of Mr. Newell’s first journey to Philadelphia, for 
the purpose of attending medical lectures, in 1811 $26 38 





—— of Mr. Hall’s 26 00—52 38 
, Expenses incurred by Mr. Newell, while attending med- 
ical lectures both in Boston and Philadelphia 271 96 ; 
—— by Mr. Hall 184 00—465 96—508 S4 
Expenses of medical and other books purchased by Mr. 
Newell and Mr. Nott in Boston 67 90 
—— of medicines, surgical instruments, &c. by Mr. 
Newell at Salem 161 19 
—— of medical books, surgical instruments, &c. by Mr. 
Hall, beside those above referred to 98 78—S27 87 


ee 


Expenses of the passage of Messrs. Nott, Hall, and 
Rice, and the wife of Mr. Nott, from Philadelphia to Cal- 
— 1,000 00 





Carried forward, 1,000 8 3,080 93 
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Brought forward, 1,000 00 $,080 25 : 
Expenses of the passage of Messrs. Newell and Judson, Pr 
and their wives from Salem 1,200 00 
—— of conveniences during the passage, principally un- ols 
der the care of Robert Ralston, Esq. of Philadel- 
phia 132 30—2,332 39 
Salaries of the brethren advanced to them in specie for ™ 
one year and eighty-three days, \o be computed from their lo 
arrival in India 3,552 78 ea 
Total expenses on account of the mission to the East, be- a ni 
tween Sept. 18, 1811, and June 20, 1812 8,965 33 C 
Expenses incurred by Messrs. Warren and Richards, e: 
while attending medical lectures under the direction of the | 
Board 86 10 f; 
Travelling expenses, &c. of Mr. Frost, Mr. Rich, and t 
others, while soliciting donations, by direction of the Pru- 
dential Committee 160 41 r 
Traveiting expenses of the Correspending Secretary, in t 
attending the first meeting of the Board 90 00 F 
Cash paid out by the Corresponding Secretary and Treas- | 
urer, for siage-fare, and other necessary expenses, while 
transacting the business of ihe Board, and attending the 1 
Legislature on the subject of the Act of Incorporation 2) 68—-49 68 
Expense of printing 1500 copies of the Address 25 00 
Postage of letters paid by the Treasurer 479 
—by the Corresponding Secretary 5 (Q-—9 81 





Account books, stationary, and printed receipts, procur- 


ed by the Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary 93 49 
Discount on unbankable bills 5 54 
Transportation of dollars, truckage, &c. 1 68 


Total expenditures between Sept. 18, 1311, and June 20, 
1812. $9,327 v4 


The following supplementary account of expenses author- 
ized by orders (No. 23 and 24,) of the Prudential Commit- 
tee, brings down the account of expenditures to Aug. 31, 
1512; viz. 

Expenses discharged by the Board toward the education 


of Mr. Eleazer Williams 150 00 
Travelling expenses of Mr, Williams on a journey to 
Lower Canada 39 00-180 00 





Cash paid by the Treasurer and a member of the Board, 
for stage-fare and oiher necessary expenses, while transact- 


ing the business of the Board 11 60 
Printing the Act of Incorporation 6 5 
Trunk for safe Keeping of papers and books of the Treas- 

urer ; 6 00 
Postage of letters 5 So 


Stationary 60 


Legal Instruments to secure 2 donation, according to the 
. 4 , ~ 3) 
Wishes of the donor 1 25—Si » 
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Aggregate of expenditures authorized by orders of the 


Prudential Committee from No. 1, to No, 24, inclusive 9,538 35 

Losses by counterfeit money received in donations, as 
above stated, $12,535 and $8 20 33 
, Total $9,558 68 


It will be recollected, that the annual salary voted to a married missionary 
js $666,66, and to an unmarried missionary $444,44 which are the sums al- 
lowed by the London Missionary Society to their missionaries. The outfit 
yoted was the same as a year’s salary. The aggregate of the outfits, (includ- 
ing some expenses for medicines, &c.) as actually paid, is, therefore, 
S1,038, 14 less than was authorized by the vote of the Board, This differ- 
ence is imputable to two causes: first, the funds of the Board were scanty at 
the time the outfits were made up; and, secondly, the parents and other 
friends of the missionaries, and particularly of their wives, partly furnished 
them with such articies as were suited to their arduous undertaking. 

The apparent inequality of the outfits is accounted for in this manner: 
After the missionaries were partially furnished from their own resources, or 
by their particular friends, each one gave an estimate of such articles as he 
deemed necessary to complete his outfit. These articles, having been ap- 
proved by the Prudential Committee, were purchased. 

The donations devoted to form a permanent fund already received by the 
Board amount to $7556; and those devoted exclusively to the translation of 
the Scriptures amount to $394, 81. 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Sept. 3, 1812. From William Ripley, Esq. of Cor- 


nish, (N. H.) - . . : . ° . $10 00 
15. From the Female Foreign Mission Society of New 
Haven, (for missions) $13 51—For translations $5 18 51 


From the Female Foreign Mission Society in Stepney, 

Wethersfield, by the hands of the Rev. Calvin Chapin, 

(towards a permanent fund) - - . ° - 20 09 
16. By the hands of the Rev. Dr. Lyman, from the For- 

eign Missionary Society of Northampton and the neigh- 


boring towns . . - . - : 200 00 
From individuals in Goshen, ( Mass.) ° . : 29 SU—229 30 
By the hands of Gen. Huntington, from the Female Cent 

Society in North Preston, (towards translations) - 30 00 
From a friend to missions in New London - - - 50 00 
From young ladies in New London ° ° - - 5 vQ—85 09 
17. From Mrs. Eliza Hooker, of Farmington, by the 

hands of the Hon. John Tread well : ° ° - 5 CO 
19. From Miss L. W. - ° ° ° ° . 2 09 
From Deacon Williams of Exeter, (N.H.)  - - - 2 09 


<2. From individuals in Hanover, ( Mass.) remitted by Dea. 





Joseph Brooks . - - - - - - 12 00 
25. From Mr. John Tucker of Norfolk, (Vir.) by the hands 
of William Maxwell, Esq. ey eae ae se 5 00 
From a parishioner of the Rev. Cornelius Waters . 3 06 
23. From the Foreign Mission Society of Newark, (N.J.} 
remitted by the Treasurer to the Rev. Dr. Worcester 400 00 
Carried forward, S4y0 VO 39221 
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Brought forward, 404 09 392 g) 
From females in Newark, remitted by the Treasurer of 


the Foreign Mission Society of Newark ° - 168 25—568 95 
Oct.1. From the Foreign Mission Society of Boston and 
the vicinity -  - : eo ee oe, ole 15 00 


5. From a friend to missions, by the hands of Professor 
Adams of Dartmouth College - - - - - 6 00 


9. From individuals in Spencer, (Mass.) by the hands of 
the Rev. E. Rich - ° ° - - - - 15 87 
From a friend of missions in Wrentham, by the hands of 
the Kev. E. Rich - - ° ° ° © ” 1 09 
Oct. 10. From Henry Phillips, Esq. of Exeter, (N.H.) by 
the hands of the Rev. Dr. Morse - . - 
15. From subscribers in Plainfield, (Mass.) by the 
hands of Dea. James Richards - - - eae 
From females in Plainfield, by the same hands - - 8 00——26 75 
16. Remitted by the Rev. Experience Porter of Belcher- 


town,” viz. from Jonathan Dwight, (for the translations) 7 00 


10 00 


Nathaniei Dwight $5—A friend to missions $5 06 19 06 
From others in that town - . - - - - 7 O04 
A contribution in the congregation : - - 21 90 
From Betsey M. Tryon of New Lebanon, (N. Y.) : 500 51 06 


Remitted by the Rev. Dr. Lyman, viz. from a Female Char- 
itable Association in New Canaan, (Conn.) by the hands 


of Mrs. Sarah Bonney : , . - ° - 50 00 
From individuals in Norwich, ( Mass.) - . : 14 00 
From a friend of missions in Scipio, (N. Y ° ° 5 0U 


From Josiah Dwight, Esq. Treasurer of the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of Northampton and the neighboring 


towns ° - : ° : - - ‘ . 344 95—~393 95 
17. From a subscriber to the Panoplis' fT . : - 10 09 
19 From Mrs. M. Burgess of Providence, by the hands 

of Capt. Willam Peabody . - - - - 10 00 





$1,500 63 


N. B. Inthe account of donations published in the last number, p. 192, 
instead of the Female Foreign Mission Society in New Haven, read the Foreign 
Mission Society, &c. 

In the account of donations, in the Panoplist for July, p. 102, under date of 
Tuly, 29, instead of Foshua Goodell, read Solomon Goodeil. 


* This town is in the limits of the Foreign Missionary Society of Northampton 
aud the neighboring towns. 


{ This donation was accompanied by the following note. 
**To the Editor of the Pauoplist, 
DEAR SIR, 

i ENCLOSED you last yeara few Hints, one of which was a ten dollar bill. [See 
Pan. for Nov. last, p. 269.] As your readers will probably conclude, that the money 
was the best hint, | cheerfully enclose another ten dollar bill, being the First Fruits 
of the second year. Were itin my power, the sum should have been larger. I 
ean Only add my fervent prayer, that the Lord our Righteousness would arise and 
scatter his enemies, and make those who hate him flee before him; and _ cause his flo- 
rious Gospel to spread far and wide by the power of his Holy Spirit, until the whole 


earth shall be filled with his glory. I remain, yours in the Lord, A SuBscrRIBER. 
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MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SO- 
CIETY. 


Tu1s Society expend that portion of 
their funds, which is contributed by 
Female Cent Societies, in purchasing 
Bibles and other suitable books for 
distribution. For several years they 
have circulated a considerable number 
of books in places destitute of reli- 
gious instruction, especially in the 
new settlements. During the year 
which ended in May last, the Book 
Committee purchased and distributed 
the following books; viz. 


Bibles : - - - 288 


Testaments - - : 122 
Psalm & Hymn Books ° 69 
Divine Songs - . - 100 
Evangelical Primers : 409 


Other Primers and Catechisms 97 
Hymns for Infant Minds ° 100 
Tokens for Children ° ° 25 
Small Tracts - - - 74 


These books cost the Society 854 
dollars. Some others were purchased, 
the bills of which are not at hand; 
and some expense was incurred in 
binding and transporting books. The 
whole sum expended under the di- 
rection of the Book Committee was 
8416 S7. 

Since May last the same Committee 
have purchased the following books, 
part of which are distributed; viz. 


Billes a . ‘ R S00 
Psalms and Hymns - - 144 
Raxter’s Saints’ Rest - 40 
Life of Brainerd : - 30 
Hymns for Infant Minds - 200 
Divine Songs ° ° - 100 
Evangelical Primers - 1000 


These hooks, with a few others, 
cost $401 50. 
The Book Committee are, the Rev. 


Dr. Hopkins and the Rev. Dr. , 


Worcester, of Salem, the Rev, Mr. 
Dickinson, of Holliston. and Deacon 
Isaac Warren and Jeremiah Evarts of 
Charlestown, to either of whom appli- 
cation may be made for books to be 
distributed in the new settlements, 
particularty in the district of Maine. 


The benevolent females who have 
contributed to this fund will have the 
satisfaction of reflecting, that several 
thousand religious books have been 
given to the poor and destitute in 
consequence of their liberality, with- 
in a few years past. Let them not be 
weary in well-doing. 


REVIVAL OF KELIGION IN BRIS- 
TOL, (R,1.) 


To the Editor of the Panoplist; 
STR, 

I send you some account of the revival 
of religion in this p'ace. If you 
think that the publication of it may 
in any way subserve the interest of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom you are at ¢ib- 
erty to publish it in the Panoplist. * 

W. 
Bristol, ( R.I _) Oct. 6, 1812. 


‘Tue last winter was remarkable for 
an unusual prevalence of dissipation, 
among the inhabitants of Bristol. 
The serious part of the community 
became alarmed, anda society was 
instituted for the suppression of vice 
and immorality. In the month of 
March there was some unusual at- 
tention to religion. Christians be- 
came more engaged. The con- 
ferences, which have for several 
vears been lield three times a week, 
were: more fully attended. Deep 
Seriousness appeared on the minds 
of many, and there were several in- 
stances of hopeful conversion.  Ap- 
pearances were promising, and the 
friends of Zion flattered themselves 
with the hope of a general reforma- 
tion. But in the course of a few 
weeks the unusual attention subsided. 
It is now ascertained, however, that 
the Holy Spirit was operating, and 
did continue to operate, in the hearts 
of some, and was gradually preparing 
the way forthe great things which 
have since been taking place. Some, 
who have now been hopefully convert. 
el, date the beginning of their serious 
impressions several montis past 
*This letter was written by a person 
resident in Bristol, whose statements are 
entitled to full credit. On| 





eel 











ne an ae ee, 


es 





244 Revival of Religion in Bristol, (R. I.) 


anda few, astill onger period. In 
the month of July, the Congregation- 
al Methodist, and Baptist Societies 
united, for a short time, in a confer- 
ence once a week; resolving to lay 
aside those points on which they dif- 
fer, and to speak on those things on- 
ly in which they are agreed. These 
meetings were well attended, and 
were thought to be very useful, Al- 
though there were no remarkable ap- 
pearances of a general revival, yet 
it was easy to see that God had giv- 
ento his children a spirit of grace 
and supplication. Additional pray- 
er meetings were instituted and at- 
tended with special solemnity and 
devotion. There is reason to be- 
lieve, that many individual Christians 
were earnest and importunate in 

their supplications to God for an 

outpouring of his Holy Spirit. At 

length God appeared in his glory to 
build up Zion. About the twentieth 
of August the work of divine grace 

at once commenced among us ina 

very sudden and powerful manner. 

Several persons ‘were awakened to 
a sense of their sinfulness and dan- 
ger, and filled with great distress in 

view of their lost and perishing con- 

dition. Sinners were awakened from 

day *to day. ,The attention of the 

people in general was soon power- 

fully excited, Politics, and diver- 

sions were laid aside, and religion 
became the great subject of attention 

and conversation, Many soon ob- 

tained ahope. Others were awak- 

ened and convicted. The people 

eagerly pressed into the churches, 

and listened with solemn attention 

to the great truths of the law and the 
Gospel. Unwilling to leave the 
house of God, multitudes often re- 
mained for some time after the usual 
exercises were over, crowding about 
the ministers to receive further in. 

struction and exhortation. While 

some were rejoicing in God and ear- 

nestly recommending religion to 

their ungodly friends and acquaint- 

ance, others were deeply distressed 

under a sense of their sins, and seri- 

ously inquiring what they should do 
tobe saved. A solemn seriousness 

was visible in the countenances of all. 
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The religious attention extended 
to all the religious societies, and to 
almost every part of thetown; after 
about three weeks. the general feryoy 
and engagedness appeared in some 


measure to subside, but the work of 


divine grace was still carried on, 
Perhaps the greater number of those 
who have lately experienced relig. 
ion, date their conversion within the 
first three weeks after the revival 
commenced. But many have since 
been convicted «nd hopefully convert. 
ed; and there are still numbers who 
are under serious concern, and ear- 
nestly inquiring the way to heaven, 

In the commencement of the re. 
vival there were a very few appear- 
ances of animal passion, and some in- 
stances of bodily agitation; but as these 
things were discountenanced by min- 
isters and ju ticious Christians, they 
soon disappeared, and gave place to 
a more calm and solemn attention te 
divine things. 

The subjects of this work are of va. 
rious ages, from the old man of seven- 
ty down to the child of ten. The great- 
er number however are of those whe 
are in the morning of life. 

Their exercises while under con- 
viction have been various Some 
have been gradually and some have 
suddenly awakened. Some have been 
chiefly concerned in view of their 
sinfulness and wretchedness. Others 
have been chiefly concerned in view 
of the excellence and importance of 
religion. Some have been deeply 
distressed, so that their animal 
frames have scarcely been able to 
sustain the anguish of their souls. 
Others have been distressed that 
they have not been more distressed. 

Their exercises in hopeful conver- 
sion also have been somewhat differ- 
ent. Many have been at once brought 
out of extreme distress and darkness 
into marvellous light and joy. Others 
have received light and comfort grad- 
ually, and in less measure. Some 
have expressed assurance, while 
others have been cautious and unwil- 
ling to believe their good estate. In 
general those who profess to hope 
that they have passed from death 
unto life appear te have been made 
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ia some measure sensible that they 
are sinners and justly condemned by 
the holy law of God;—that God has 


; in his infint‘e mercy provided a suita: 


ble and all-sufficient Savior for them, 
and that he is willing and ready to 
receive all those who will return to 
him in the exercise of repentance 
and faith, They have been made 
sens‘ble that they could not do any 
thing to recommend themselves to 


| the divine favor, and that there was 


no ground for them to hope but in the 
mercy of God. They have felt their 
hearts subdued and humbled, and 
filled with holy love to God, to Christ, 
to Christians, and to all their fellow- 
men. They humbly hope, that they 
have been enabled to see in some 
measure the beauty and glory cf the 
Divine character. They humbly 
hope that they have been made wil- 
ling to choose God for their portion, 
the Lord Jesus Christ for their Sa- 
vior, and the Holy Ghost for their 
Sanctifier; and that it is their great 
desire to devote themselves to the 
service of God, in a life of holy obe- 
dience to his revealed will. 

The designed brevity of this com: 
munication will not allow me to de- 
scr.\be many particular cases of con- 
version, which might be instructive 
and edifving. ‘There is one, howev- 
er, which ought not to be omitted as 
it strikingly shows the insufficiency 
of a foundation on which many, in ev- 
ery place, are confidently resting 
their hopes of future salvation. The 
person to whom I allude is upwards 
of seventy years of age. He had ex- 
perienced many severe afflictions in 
the course of his past life, but with- 
out any spiritual benefit. Having 
lived what the world calls a good 
moral life, having been regular and 
exemplary in his external conduct, 
he thought he was good enough, and 
Tested on his morality for future hap- 
Piness. But soon after the commence- 
ment of the revival he was awakened 
from his false security, and brought 
to see, that though he had been 
very moral in his conduct yet he was 
utterly unacquainted with true relig- 
‘on; that he was dead in trespasses 
and sins, and that unless he should 
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experience the renewing and sancti- 
ni Shr yaar of the Holy Spirit oa 
his heart, he must perish forever. 
For a few days he was deeply dis- 
tressed in view of his guilty and per. 
ishing conditions He was then hope- 
fully made a subject of divine grace, 
and is now rejoicing in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. If any one might de- 
pend on mere morality, undoubtedly 
this person might. But he has 
found that morality alone is not to be 
depended on. He has found that 
experimental vital religion is abso- 
lutely necessary to salvation, that 
without real holiness of heart no 
man can see the Lord, however 
blameless and exemplary he may ex- 
ternally be. Let all who are depend- 
ing for salvation on mere morality, 
tremble in a view of their danger, 
and secure an interest in the salvation 
of Christ, before it be forever too late. 
The neighboring ministers kindly 
came in, and labored amongst us, at 
this interesting period. The great 
doctrines of the Gospel have been 
plainly and faithfully preached. Here 
it would be wrong not particularly 
to notice, with gratitude to God, the 
labors of one who has been peculiar- 
ly active, diligent, and indefatigable, 
and whose labors have been* pecul- 
iarly acceptable, and attended with 
great success. The Rev. Isaac Lew- 
is, lately pastor of the church in 
Goshen, state of New York, happen- 
ed providentially to pass through the 
town just at the commencement of 
the revival. Discovering the unusu- 
al attention to religion, he was in- 
duced to stay with us for a week, 
and has since returned and again 
spent some time with us. While 
here he has been unceasingly and 
most zealously engaged in preaching 
and conversation; and there is rea- 
son to believe his abundant labors of 
love, have been greatly blessed to 
the people, and greatly instrumental 
in promoting the work of the Lord. 
The number of those who have 
hopefully been made the subjects of 
divine grace, it is impossible exactly 
to determine. In the Congregational 
Society more than one hundred and 
twenty have been awakened, antl 
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more than eighty have expressed a 
hope that they have passed from 
death unto life. Fifty were received 
into the church last Sabbath. It is 
Stated by the Episcopalians, that 


“‘within three months past in the_ 


parish of St Michael’s Church there 
have been one hundred and thirteen 
persons apparently seriously awaken- 
ed, ninety seven hopefullyconverted-- 
forty two adults baptized,—eighty 
confirmed,—sixty six added to the 
communion.” The Methodists state, 
that they have received fifty eight 
into their church. The Baptists in- 
form us that within three months, 
they have received thirteen into their 
communion. It may with safety be 
added, that in the whole town, dur- 
ing the present revival, more than 
three hundred persons have been 
awakened, and more than two hun- 
dred and fifty have expressed a hope 
that they have been renewed by the 
Holy Spirit. The work is still car- 
ried on, and within a few days ap- 
pears again to have increased; and it 
is devoutly to be wished that it may 
s.ill continue for a long time to come. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Tue annual examination of the stu- 
dents in the Theological Seminary at 
Andover took place, in presence of 
the Visitors and Trustees of that in- 
stitution, a considerable number of 
the Clergy, and several other gentle- 
men, cn Wednesday the 23d of Sep 

tember. The Senior, Middle, and 
Junior Classes were examined by the 
Professors, in the respective depart- 
ments to which they had directed 
their particular attention during the 


year past. The Junior Class was ey, 
amined in the Hebrew language, and 
in Sacred Literature as it respects 
both the Old and the New Testa. 
ments. The Middle Class exhibiteg 
essays on theological subjects, as ey. 
idences of their progress in Christian 
theology. The Senior Class exhibit. 
ed similar essays, and were also ey, 
amined in Sacred Rhetoric. As the 
examination of all the classes is by 
the present arrangement compressed 
within the limits of one day, there 
was time for the several classes to 
be examined in a part of their stud 
ies only. 

The exercises of the students were 
closed by an interesting and excellent 
address delivered by a member of the 
Senior Class. The result of the ex. 
amination was highly satisfactory to 
the Visitors, Trustees, and spectators, 
The advantages, which this import. 
ant institution offers for the acquisi- 
tion of theological knowledge, are 
now extensively Known and felt. I 
is hoped the day is not far distant, 
when the unexampled beneficence of 
the Founders of this Seminary will 
be duly appreciated by many church- 
es, whose pastors will have been ed- 
ucated for the ministry by this exalt- 
ed charity. How great a gift to the 
Ciristian church is a single well edu- 
cated minister of the Gospel! How 
vast, how incalculable are the bless- 
ings to be derived from an institution, 
which annually sends forth to the 
churches a considerable number o! 
such ministers! 

The exercises of the day were 
opened with prayer by one of the 
Professors, and closed with praye? 


by the Rev. Dr. Dwight. 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


NEW WORKS. 


Sermons on various important sub- 
jects of Christian doctrine and prac- 
tice. By Nathanael Emmons, D. D. 
Roston;. Samuel T. Armstrong. 
iM12. pp. 374. Sro. 


A Sermon delivered July 23, 1812; 
on the day of the Public Fast ap- 
pointed by the Governor and Council, 
of the state of Connecticut in conse: 
quence of the Declaration of Wat 
against Great Britain, By Nathan 
Perkins, Ds D. Pastor of the third 
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Presbyterian church in Hartford. 


! Hartford; Hudson & Goodwin. 


proceedings of the General Asso- 
giation of Connecticut, relative to the 
Rev. Abiel Abbot, late pastor of the 
First Church in Coventry. Hartford; 
Peter b. Gleason. 1812. 

A Sermon delivered at New Brain- 
tree, Aug. 20, 1812, on the general 
Fast occasioned by a declaration of 
war against Great Britain. By John 
Fiske, Pastor of the church in New 
Braintree. Brookfield; E. Merriam 
and Co. 

A Vindication of the Sentiments 
and Practice of those who believe in 
God’s everlasting covenant, and’apply 
the seal to their infant offspring; in 
six sermons, on Rom, iv, 11,12. By 
John Smith, A. M. Pastor of the 
church in Salem, (N H.)_ Exeter, 
(N.H) C. Nevris & Co. 1812, 

Two Discourses, delivered to the 
second Presbyterian Society in New- 
buryport, August 2), 1512, the day 
recommended by the President of the 
United States for national hum:liation 
and prayer. By the Rev, John Giles. 
With a copious appendix. Haver- 
hill; W. B. and H. G. Allen. 

A Discourse delivered before the 
Merrimack Humane Society, at their 
anniversary meeting, Sept. 1, 1812. 
By John Andrews, A. M. Minister of 
the first church and religious society 
in Newburyport. Newburyport, E. 
W. Allen. 

Repentance with Prayer; a Ser- 
mon preached in North Brookfield, 
July 23d, 1812, a day of prayer re- 
commended by his Excellency the 
Governor, on account of the declara- 
tion of war against England. By 
Thomas Snell, Pastor of the church 
im North Brookfield. Brookfield; E. 
Merriam & Co. 

Praying for Rulers a Christian du- 

a Sermon preached in North 


Brookfield, Aug. 20, 1812. a day of 
prayer recommended by Congress, 
on account of the war in which we 
are involved with England. By 
Thomas Snell, Pastor of the church 
in North Brookfield. Brookfield; E. 
Merriam & Co. 

Advantages of moderation; a Ser. 
mon delivered at Pelham, (N.H.) 
Aug. 20, 1812, a day of national hu- 
miliation, recommended by the Pres- 
ident, at the request of the two 
Houses of Congress, after having de- 
clared war against Great Britain. By 
John Hubbard Church. Uaverhill, 
(Mass.) W. B. & H. G. Allen. 

‘the zeal of Jehovah for the king- 
dom of Christ; a Sermon preached at 
Northampton, before the Hampshire 
Missionary Society at their annual 
meeting, Aug. 27, 1812. By the Rev. 
Isanc Knapp, A. M. Pastor of the 
church in Westfield, (Mass.} To 
which is annexed the Annual Report 
of the Trustees. Northampton; Wm. 
Butler. 

Lhe apology of patriots; a Sermon 
preached in Worcester, (Mass.) on 
the day of the national Fast, Thurs- 
day, Aug, 20, 1812, observed in com- 
pliance with the recommendation of 
James Madison, President of the 
United States; and in consequence 
of the declaration of war against 
Great Britain. By Samuel Austin, 
D. D. Published by request. W orces- 
ter, Isaac Sturtevant. 

A Memnir, containing a concise 
sketch of the exemplary and pious 
life, and happy death of Miss Eliza 
Van Wyck; who died March 23, 
18:0. Boston; Samuel T. Armstrong, 
1812. 

A Sermon preached in Worcester, 
(Mzs3.) on the occasion of the spe- 
cial fast, July 23, 1812. By Samuel 

Austin, D.D. Worcester; L Stur- 
tevant. 


OBITUARY. 


Uiep at New Haven, (Conn.\ on the 
\8th. of August last, the Rev. JAMES 
Dana, D. D aged 77. He was gradu- 
ated at Harvard College in 1755, and 
“as settled in the ministry, carly in life, 
‘t Wallingford, (Conn) In 1788, he 
Yas iastalled paster ef the fiyst charch 


in New Haven, his pastoral relation to 
the church in Wallingford having been 
previously dissolved by mutual consent. 
The degree of Doctor of Divinity was 
conferred upon him by the University 
of Edinburgh. Ta 1799, he was elected 
a member of fhe Corporation of Yak 





a 


~ 


ae 


> 


Ape ees 


gee Be 


tot SE 


—— 


== 


ee 
; 





° ee 


248 


College, and continued to discharge the 
duties of that station till death. The 
pxstoral relation in which he stood to the 
first church in New Haven was dissolved 
by matual consent in the fall of 1805; 
after which he preached occasionally in 
the pulpits of his brethren in the vicinity. 
Dr. Dana published some occasional ser- 
mons, and other sma!l tracts, beside a 
volume of sermons addressed to the youth 
of his congregation. The Hon Samuel 
W. Dana, Senator in Congress from 
Connecticut, is the only child who sur- 
vives him. 

At Charleston, (S. C.) lately, A™MosS 
NortTurop, Esq. formerly of New Ha- 
ven. He was graduated at Y College 1804. 

At the same place, WrtLt1am M. 
Suirn, Esq. Yale College, 1805 

At Bath, Steuben county, (N. ¥.) the 
Rev Joun Nrues. Yale College, 1797 

At Dedham, ( Mass,) on the 19th inst. 
the Rev. THomas THACHER, pastor of 
a congregational church in that town. 

At New York, GeorGre FrREDERIC 
Cooke, the celebrated theatrical per- 
former. 

At Berlin, (in Prussia,) the French 
General DurETTE, the newly appoint- 
e| governor of that city, murdered ina 
duel by the Prussian General Lestoque. 


The following obitnary notice of Mr. 
TRomas ApAmMS, whodied at Medfield, 
July 15th in the 88th year of his age, is 
extracted froma sermon delivered at his 
funeral by the Rev. Dr. Prentiss. 


‘lhe text was 1 Thess iv, 13. That 
ve sorrow not, even as others which have 
no hope. 

‘The subject is clearly applicable to 
the mourners on the present occasion. 
Their departed friend was not unseasona- 
Lly called out oflife- He is gone off the 
stage ripe in years, and, we trust, in 
grace; and meet to partake of the inheri- 
tance of the saints in laht. 

‘‘Farly in life, his mind was brought 
under awakened and serious impressions, 
and turned to a sober examination of the 
doctrines and duties of Christianity. A 
warm affection for books. and an ardent 
thirst for knowledge. Iced him toa very 
extensive course of reading, He ac- 
enainted himself with all the variety of 
opinions. which have been embraced in 
the Christian world; and comparing them 
with the Seriptares. he was trom convice 
tion, established in Congregational prin- 
cip'es, and in the belief of the general 
doctrines of the reformation. From 
those principies, through a long course of 
life and reading, he never saw occasion 
to depart. 

‘Like one JMnason, of whom mention 
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is made in the Acts of the Apostles, 
was literally an o/d disciple of Chris. 
Almost sixty One years have elapsed 
since he made a public profession of 
religion, and united with the church of 
Ch ist During that uncommon period, 
he was regular and constant in attendance 
on the public worship and ordinanees, 
and maintained the character of a sincere 
and upright Christian. 

‘*He was ever strongly attached to the 
society of literary and serious people, 
particularly of the clergy, with a large 
number of whom he kept up 4 very 
friendly intercourse. There is reason t 
believe, that bv his exertions, for many 
years, in dispersing various books, he 
contributed in no small degree to the dif. 
fusion of knowledge and piety. and tothe 
advancement of the cause of Christ. Few 
persons it is believed, have done so much 
inthis way to benefit their fellow men, 
Ile was often heard to say, that he knew 
of no mode in which he could be so use. 
ful. Freq: ently was he employed as a 
agent, in this way, to distribute the 
charity of other religious people; a ser- 
vice In which he evidenced much satis. 
faction, and ever appeared solicitous to 
pertorm it to the best advantage. 

“Blessed with a memory uncommonly 
retentive, he had amassed snch a stock 
of knowledge, that he was literally able 
to bring out of his treasure things new 
and old. On all oceasions, and on almost 
any subject, he was ready with useful and 
pertinent remarks. But subjects con- 
nected with religion were most eongen- 
ial to his taste and feelings. On these he 
conversed with the greatest freedom, and 
the most sensible delight. 

**His powers of mind he retained in an 
uncommon degree, under the decays and 
infirmities of the outward man = On the 
last day of his life, when he was unable, 
by any clear articulation, to communicate 
his feelings and views, he manifested, by 
looks and significant gestures.a full appre- 
hension that his departure was at hand; and 
that he enjoyed the supports and comforts 
of religion, and was sustained by that hope 
which ts an anchor to the soul, both sure 
and steadfast Being asked if he could 
say with the Apostle, Z am now ready 
be offered; henceforth there is laid up for 
me acrown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge shall give me? 
he very significantly replied in the affirm- 
ative; and gave all the evidence, which 
his situation permitted, of a firm unsh 
ken confidence in the merey of God, 
through the merits and the mediation of 
Jesus Christ. Thus this aged servant of 


God fell asleep, and left his beloved 
friends (o mourn not as those who have 
hope.” 








